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 ALL ARE WELCOME …  
THIS IS YOUR CATHEDRAL…. 
 

Welcome to this service whether you are worshipping in the 
Cathedral or via YouTube at home during this Easter season.   
 

Welcome to your Cathedral. If you're here with small children, we’re very glad 
to see you! It’s good to have you with us and joining in the worship. If you’d like 
one, there are activity bags with simple activities for children and a sheet with 
activities that follow the readings you’ll hear in the service today - please ask 
the stewards who welcomed you for one.  If you, or your child, needs some time 
out, you can use St Stephen’s Chapel - straight ahead and to the left of the large 
hanging cross, near the large font. It has green walls and two entrances. 
Parents and carers are asked to accompany children at all times.   There you’ll 
find some stories, and simple craft activities.  But please come back when you 
want! Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.' To our worshippers here without 
children: children are a sign that the Body of Christ is growing, and a reminder 
that God is always doing a new thing. Please greet parents, carers and children 
with a smile. 
 

Safety 
Please always follow any directions given in how we need to move around the 
Cathedral. In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain quiet and 
respond calmly and promptly to the directions of the Vergers. 
 

Spiritual Communion 
While some cannot, for a number of reasons, come to Church to receive their 
communion in person we will continue to incorporate the Spiritual Communion 
within our worship at the point of the distribution. 
 

Receiving Communion 
People will be able to choose whether they wish or not to receive their Holy 
Communion in the form of wine as well as bread.  If you take the chalice, please 
help the person giving the chalice by guiding the cup to your lips.  People are 
also reminded that we do not allow intinction (dipping the bread into the wine) 
at the Cathedral.  Please follow the instructions given by the Stewards who will 
direct you to a communion station.  Gluten-free bread will be available at each 
station.   
 

Posture 
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free 
to adopt the posture that you feel most comfortable with. 
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IT COSTS £5000 EACH DAY TO KEEP THE DOORS OF THE CATHEDRAL OPEN 
We receive no funding from the State for our day to day operation and rely 
entirely on donations. Please give as generously as you can to help us to 
continue to serve the people of Lichfield, Staffordshire, Shropshire, the Black 
Country and beyond. UK taxpayers can make their gift go further by using Gift 
Aid—just fill in the envelope provided. 
 

Prefer to give electronically? Tap your card at a giving point, ask 
a steward for help, or scan the QR code here. You can also 
donate online at www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate. Thank you 
so much for supporting the life and ministry of your Cathedral.  
 

Refreshments 
At the end of the service refreshments are available in the North Transept. We 
do hope that you will join us for a time of fellowship together. 
 

Photography and Livestreaming 
Whilst we ask that members of the congregation do not take photographs or 
video of our worship, please note that at some of our services our Cathedral 
volunteer photographers will be taking photographs. We are also livestreaming 
many of our services via Facebook or YouTube.  Whilst we do our best to not 
film the congregation for the livestream, please do let us know if this is a 
particular issue for you and we will assist by letting you know where you can sit 
so that you do not appear on screen. 
 

Music  
Our service is sung today by the Cathedral Choir conducted by the Director of 
Music, Ben Lamb. The organ is played by the Assistant Director of Music, 
Martyn Rawles. The setting for the Eucharist is the Missa Brevis by Lennox 
Berkeley (1903-1989). 
 

Preparation before the Service 
The time before the service you are invited to keep as a period of quiet 
preparation for worship.  You might find the following prayer useful: 
 

Holy God, faithful and unchanging: 
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, 
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, 
that we may truly worship you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Please join in whatever is printed in bold type.  

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate
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THE GATHERING 
Stand 
 

INTROIT HYMN 202  Nicæa 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy, there is none beside thee 
perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
all thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 
Remain standing  
 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

We meet in the name of Jesus Christ,  
who died and was raised to the glory of God the Father.  
Grace and mercy be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Please sit as the President offers further words of welcome and then says, 
 

THE RITE OF PENITENCE 
 

God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit. 
Let us therefore put away all anger and bitterness, 
all slander and malice,and confess our sins to God our redeemer. 

cf Ephesians 4.30,32  
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A cantor sings each petition, then the choir sings the Kyrie/Christe which all repeat: 
   

 Father, you come to meet us when we return to you: 
  

 

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins: 

 

Spirit, you give us life and peace: 

ABSOLUTION  
 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins,  
and restore you in his image to the praise and glory of his name,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (choir)   
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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THE COLLECT 
 

 Let us pray:  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
you have given us your servants grace, 
by the confession of a true faith, 
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity 
and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity: 
keep us steadfast in this faith, 
that we may evermore be defended from all adversities; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 40.12-17,27-31      
 

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off 
the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance?   Who has 
directed the spirit of the Lord, or as his counsellor has instructed him?  
Whom did he consult for his enlightenment, and who taught him the path 
of justice?  Who taught him knowledge, and showed him the way of 
understanding? Even the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are 
accounted as dust on the scales;  see, he takes up the isles like fine dust. 
Lebanon would not provide fuel enough, nor are its animals enough for a 
burnt-offering.  All the nations are as nothing before him; they are 
accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. 
 

Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the 
Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God’? Have you not known? Have 
you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is 
unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  
Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but 
those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount 
up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faint. 
 

This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God. 
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A short period of silence is kept 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                           
 

Stand as the choir sings Alleluia which all repeat 

  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty. 

cf Revelation 1.8 

All sing Alleluia again 
 

Turn towards the reading of the Gospel in the middle of the Nave. 
 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 28.16-20  

 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.’ 
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A fanfare is sounded to honour the reading of the Gospel.  
 

Sit  
 

SERMON  
 

Stand        
 

NICENE CREED, sung to the setting by John Merbecke 
 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible:  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,  
by whom all things were made;  
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,  
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,  
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried,  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father.  
And he shall come again with glory  
to judge both the quick and the dead: whose kingdom shall have no end.  

 

And we believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets.  
And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.  
And we look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Sit 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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The prayers conclude 
 

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Stand  
 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father. 
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace. 
Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver. 
The peace of the triune God be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

The Deacon of the Gospel says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange the peace with their neighbour. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

A collection is taken to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. Please 
give as generously as you are able and, if you are a UK taxpayer, use the Gift 
Aid envelopes provided. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN CP203  St Patrick 
 

I bind unto myself today 
the strong name of the Trinity, 
by invocation of the same, 
the Three in One, and One in Three. 
 

I bind unto myself today  
the virtues of the star-lit heaven, 
the glorious sun’s life-giving ray, 
the whiteness of the moon at even, 
the flashing of the lightning free, 
the whirling wind’s tempestuous shocks, 
the stable earth, the deep salt sea, 
around the old eternal rocks. 
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I bind unto myself today 
the power of God to hold and lead, 
his eye to watch, his might to stay, 
his ear to hearken to my need. 
The wisdom of my God to teach, 
his hand to guide, his shield to ward; 
the word of God to give me speech, 
his heavenly host to be my guard.  

 

The choir sings verse 4, Gartan  
 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me; 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
 

I bind unto myself the name, 
the strong name of the Trinity, 
by invocation of the same, 
the Three in One and One in Three. 
of whom all nature hath creation, 
eternal Father, Spirit, Word: 
Praise to the Lord of my salvation, 
salvation is of Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

Attributed to St Patrick (5th century)  
tr. Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 

Remain standing 
 

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

Holy God, holy and strong, holy and immortal, 
give us the bread of everlasting life, 
and make us branches of the true vine. Amen. 

 

 
 
  



11 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
For with your only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit 
you are one God, one Lord. 
All that you reveal of your glory, the same we believe of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, without any difference or inequality. 
We, your holy Church, acclaim you, Father of majesty unbounded, 
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 
Three Persons we adore, one in being and equal in majesty. 
And so with angels and archangels, with cherubim and seraphim, 
we sing for ever of your glory: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (choir)  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying:  Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 

          As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary the Virgin, 
Chad our Patron, and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 

by whom, with whom and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours,  
almighty Father, for ever and ever.  
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Sit 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Looking for the coming of his kingdom,  
 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD   
 

 Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy,  
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The President receives Holy Communion and then leads the Spiritual 
Communion for those who are prevented from receiving their communion, and 
worshipping with us from home.  We invite those in the Cathedral to pray quietly 
for them as the President leads them in prayer. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for those worshipping online)  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  
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Those of any Christian denomination who are accustomed to receiving Holy 
Communion in their own churches are invited to do so here.  Please follow the 
directions given by the Stewards who will indicate which communion station 
you should go to.  If you do not normally receive communion, please do come 
forward to receive a prayer of blessing. Gluten free hosts are available at each 
station for those who require them. 
 

AGNUS DEI (choir)  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us; grant us peace. 
 

MOTET    Hymn to the Trinity —  Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) 
 

Blessed angel spirits offer praise undying, 
ever crying Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth. 
 

Saints and martyrs praise thy name, Trinity life-giving; 
earth-borne sorrow leaving before thy throne; 
ever crying Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth. 
 

Father omnipotent, mighty in glory, 
Christ, thy son, our Saviour, who died that we might live, 
Holy Spirit, mystic Dove, dwelling with us evermore, 
we praise thee, Blessed Trinity. 
 

With the angels’ sacred hymn, all thy might proclaiming, 
with the mystic cherubim in songs of praise we join: 
Holy, Holy, Holy, join we all in songs of praise for ever; 
Hallelujah, Lord God of Sabaoth. 
 

Remain seated for the Communion hymn, which is sung quietly and reflectively 
as Holy Communion is received. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 309  Picardy 
 
 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence  
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth,  
our full homage to demand. 
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King of kings, yet born of Mary,  
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture –  
in the body and the blood – 
he will give to all the faithful  
his own self for heavenly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven  
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light descendeth  
from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell may vanish  
as the darkness clears away. 
 

At his feet the six-winged seraph;  
cherubim with sleepless eye 
veil their faces to the Presence,  
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
Alleluia, alleluia,  
alleluia, Lord most high. 

 

Liturgy of St James tr. Gerard Moultrie 1829-1885 
after J M Neale and R F Littledale 

Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Kneel or sit 
 

 Let us pray:  
 

Almighty and eternal God, 
you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: 
hold us firm in this faith,  
that we may know you in all your ways 
and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, 
who are three Persons yet one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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NOTICES 
 

Stand    
 

HYMN 437    

 
 

Go forth and tell! O church of God, awake!  
God’s saving news to all the nations take: 
proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour, Lord, and King,  
that all the world his glorious praise may sing.  
 

Go forth and tell! God’s love embraces all, 
he will in grace respond to all who call:  
how shall they call if they have never heard  
the gracious invitation of his word?  
 

Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:  
share God’s good gifts — let no one be denied;  
live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose,  
your ransomed powers for his sole glory use.  
 

Go forth and tell! O Church of God, arise!    
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies; 
go till all nations his great name adore  
and serve him, Lord and King for evermore.  

 

James E Seddon 1915-1983 
© 1964 James Seddon – The Jubilate Group 

Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 
 
Remain standing 
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THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

God the Father,  
who first loved us and made us accepted in the beloved Son, bless you. 
Amen. 

 

God the Son,  
who loved us and washed us from our sins in his own blood, bless you. 
Amen. 

 

God the Holy Spirit,  
who sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts, bless you.  
Amen. 

 

The blessing of the one true God,  
to whom be all love and all glory for time and for eternity,  
come down upon you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 

 

The Deacon of the Gospel says 
 

 Go in the peace of Christ.  
 Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  
 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Wir glauben all an einen Gott  

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
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Later today: 
15:30 Solemn Choral Evensong 

sung by the Cathedral Choir 
Evening Service in F – Dyson 
A hymn to the Trinity – Bach 

Fugue in E flat BWV 552b – Bach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to be kept informed of services and events 
at Lichfield Cathedral please do get in touch with us.  

Our general ’phone number is 01543 306100 
 

You’ll find us on Facebook and Instagram 
 
 

www.lichfield-cathedral.org  
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 © The Archbishops’ Council 2006  

 
Words of copyright hymns are reproduced under licence CCL 155215 

 


	The Liturgy of the Word
	A fanfare is sounded to honour the reading of the Gospel.
	The Lord’s Prayer

	The Blessing & Dismissal

