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ALL ARE WELCOME …  
THIS IS YOUR CATHEDRAL…. 
 

Welcome to this service whether you are worshipping in the 
Cathedral or via YouTube at home. 
 

Welcome to your Cathedral. If you're here with small children, we’re very glad 
to see you! It’s good to have you with us and joining in the worship. If you’d like 
one, there are activity bags with simple activities for children and a sheet with 
activities that follow the readings you’ll hear in the service today - please ask 
the stewards who welcomed you for one.  If you, or your child, needs some time 
out, you can use St Stephen’s Chapel - straight ahead and to the left of the large 
hanging cross, near the large font. It has green walls and two entrances. 
Parents and carers are asked to accompany children at all times.   There you’ll 
find some stories, and simple craft activities.  But please come back when you 
want! Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.' To our worshippers here without 
children: children are a sign that the Body of Christ is growing, and a reminder 
that God is always doing a new thing. Please greet parents, carers and children 
with a smile. 
 

Safety 
Please always follow any directions given in how we need to move around the 
Cathedral. In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain quiet and 
respond calmly and promptly to the directions of the Vergers. 
 

Spiritual Communion 
While some cannot, for a number of reasons, come to Church to receive their 
communion in person we will continue to incorporate the Spiritual Communion 
within our worship at the point of the distribution. 
 

Receiving Communion 
People will be able to choose whether they wish or not to receive their Holy 
Communion in the form of wine as well as bread.  If you take the chalice, please 
help the person giving the chalice by guiding the cup to your lips.  People are 
also reminded that we do not allow intinction (dipping the bread into the wine) 
at the Cathedral.  Please follow the instructions given by the Stewards who will 
direct you to a communion station.  Gluten-free bread will be available at each 
station.   
 

Posture 
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free 
to adopt the posture that you feel most comfortable with. 
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IT COSTS £5000 EACH DAY TO KEEP THE DOORS OF THE CATHEDRAL OPEN 
We receive no funding from the State for our day to day operation and rely 
entirely on donations. Please give as generously as you can to help us to 
continue to serve the people of Lichfield, Staffordshire, Shropshire, the Black 
Country and beyond. UK taxpayers can make their gift go further by using Gift 
Aid—just fill in the envelope provided. 
 

Prefer to give electronically? Tap your card at a giving point, ask 
a steward for help, or scan the QR code here. You can also 
donate online at www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate. Thank you 
so much for supporting the life and ministry of your Cathedral.  
 

Refreshments 
At the end of the service refreshments are available in the North Transept. We 
do hope that you will join us for a time of fellowship together. 
 

Photography and Livestreaming 
Whilst we ask that members of the congregation do not take photographs or 
video of our worship, please note that at some of our services our Cathedral 
volunteer photographers will be taking photographs. We are also livestreaming 
many of our services via Facebook or YouTube.  Whilst we do our best to not 
film the congregation for the livestream, please do let us know if this is a 
particular issue for you and we will assist by letting you know where you can sit 
so that you do not appear on screen. 
 

Music  
Our service is sung today by the Cathedral Choir conducted by the Director of 
Music, Ben Lamb. The organ is played by the Assistant Director of Music, 
Martyn Rawles. The setting for the Eucharist is the Missa Brevis in B flat by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791). 
 

Preparation before the Service 
The time before the service you are invited to keep as a period of quiet 
preparation for worship.  You might find the following prayer useful: 
 
Gracious Father, by the obedience of Jesus 
you brought salvation to our wayward world: 
draw us into harmony with your will, 
that we may find all things restored in him, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Please join in whatever is printed in bold type. 

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate
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THE GATHERING 
Stand 
 

INTROIT HYMN 490  Truro  
 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
does his successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 
 

Blessings abound where’er he reigns: 
the prisoner leaps to loose his chains; 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all the sons of want are blest. 
 

To him shall endless prayer be made, 
and praises throng to crown his head; 
his name like incense shall arise 
with every morning sacrifice. 
 

Let every creature rise and bring 
peculiar honours to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud Amen. 

Isaac Watts 1674-1748   
Psalm 72 

Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 
Remain standing  
 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Please sit as the President offers further words of welcome and then says, 
 

THE RITE OF PENITENCE 
 

My brothers and sisters, 
as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ 
in word and sacrament, 
let us call to mind and confess our sins. 
 

A cantor sings each petition, then the choir sings the Kyrie/Christe which all repeat: 
 

Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way to the Father. 

 
 Lord Jesus, your word is a light to our path. 

 

Lord Jesus, you are the good shepherd, leading us into everlasting life.  

 
ABSOLUTION  
 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

Stand 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (choir)   
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

THE COLLECT 
 

 Let us pray:  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 
is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Zechariah 9.9-12 
 

 A reading from the book of the prophet Zechariah.    

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
   Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
   triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
   on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
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   and the warhorse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle-bow shall be cut off, 
   and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
   and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
   I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
   today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

A short period of silence is kept 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Stand as the choir sings Alleluia which all repeat 

  
 

Your words gladden the heart, O Lord; they give light to the eyes. 
 

All sing Alleluia again 
 

Turn towards the reading of the Gospel in the middle of the Nave. 
 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 11.16-19, 25-30  
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‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
market-places and calling to one another, 
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a 
demon”; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet 
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 
 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent 
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will.  
 

All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows 
the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 
and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 
 

 
 

A fanfare is sounded to honour the reading of the Gospel.  
 

Sit  
 

SERMON  
 

Stand        
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NICENE CREED, sung to the setting by John Merbecke 
 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible:  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,  
by whom all things were made;  
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,  
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,  
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried,  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father.  
And he shall come again with glory  
to judge both the quick and the dead: whose kingdom shall have no end.  

 

And we believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets.  
And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.  
And we look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                            
 

Sit 

Hear us. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

 

The prayers conclude: 
 

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
THE PEACE 
 

Stand  
 

 

Christ is our peace.  
He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

 

The Deacon of the Gospel says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange the peace with their neighbour. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

A collection is taken to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. Please 
give as generously as you are able and, if you are a UK taxpayer, use the Gift 
Aid envelopes provided. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 250  Lasst uns Erfreuen (Easter Song) 
 

All creatures of our God and King,  
lift up your voice and with us sing:  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
thou silver moon with softer gleam:  
O praise him, O praise him,  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
ye clouds that sail in heaven along,  
O praise him, alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice; 
ye lights of evening, find a voice:  
O praise him … 

 



11 
 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
make music for thy Lord to hear,  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
that givest man both warmth and light:  
O praise him …  
 

All ye that are of tender heart, 
forgiving others, take your part,  
O sing ye alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
praise God, and on him cast your care:  
O praise him …  
 

And thou, most kind and gentle death, 
waiting to hush our latest breath,  
O praise him, alleluia! 
Thou leadest home the child of God, 
and Christ our Lord the way has trod:  
O praise him …  
 

Let all things their creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness;  
O praise him, alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three in One:  
O praise him … 

 

William Henry Draper 1855-1933 
Based on St Francis of Assisi 1182-1226 

Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 
 
Remain standing 
 
 
 

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

Wise and gracious God,  
you spread a table before us;  
nourish your people with the word of life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

 
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,  
at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise,  
holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God,  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For he is your living Word;  
through him you have created all things from the beginning,  
and formed us in your own image. 
 

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,  
giving him to be born of a woman  
and to die upon the cross; you raised him from the dead  
and exalted him to your right hand on high.  
 

Through him you have sent upon us  
your holy and life-giving Spirit,  
and made us a people for your own possession. 
 

Therefore with angels and archangels,  
and with all the company of heaven,  
we proclaim your great and glorious name,  
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (choir)  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection 
and glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your kingdom,  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.  

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

 



14 
 

The people respond: 

 
Sit 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Being made one by the power of the spirit, 
 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD   
 

 Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The President receives Holy Communion and then leads the Spiritual 
Communion for those who are prevented from receiving their communion, and 
worshipping with us from home.  We invite those in the Cathedral to pray quietly 
for them as the President leads them in prayer. 
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SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for those worshipping online)  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Those of any Christian denomination who are accustomed to receiving Holy 
Communion in their own churches are invited to do so here.  Please follow the 
directions given by the Stewards who will indicate which communion station 
you should go to.  If you do not normally receive communion, please do come 
forward to receive a prayer of blessing. Gluten free hosts are available at each 
station for those who require them. 
 

AGNUS DEI (choir)  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us; grant us peace. 
 

MOTET   Ave verum - Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
 

Ave verum corpus natum de Maria Virgine. 
Vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine: 
Cuius latus perforatum unda fluxit et sanguine:  
Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis examine. 
 

Hail true Body, born of the Virgin Mary;  
who truly suffered, sacrificed on the Cross for humankind,  
from whose pierced side flowed water and blood;  
let this [sacrament] be to us a foretaste [of heaven]  
before we enter the trial of death. 
 
 

Remain seated for the Communion hymn, which is sung quietly and reflectively 
as Holy Communion is received. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 101  St Bernard 
 

All ye who seek for sure relief 
in trouble and distress, 
whatever sorrow vex the mind, 
or guilt the soul oppress. 
 

Jesus, who gave himself for you 
upon the Cross to die, 
opens to you his sacred heart: 
O to that heart draw nigh. 
 

Ye hear how kindly he invites; 
ye hear his words so blest: 
“All ye that labour come to me, 
and I will give you rest.” 
 

O Jesus, joy of saints on high, 
thou hope of sinners here, 
attracted by those loving words 
to thee we lift our prayer. 
 

Wash thou our wounds in that dear blood 
which from thy heart doth flow; 
a new and contrite heart on all 
who cry to thee bestow. 

 

Latin, 18th century tr. Edward Caswall 1814-1878 
Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Kneel or sit 
 

 Let us pray:  
 

Grant, O Lord, we beseech you,  
that the course of this world  
may be so peaceably ordered by your governance,  
that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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NOTICES 
 

Stand    
 

HYMN 468  Shaker Tune 
 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,  
I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth; 
at Bethlehem I had my birth. 
Dance, then, wherever you may be; 
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 
and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
 

I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 
but they would not dance and they would not follow me. 
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 
they came with me and the dance went on: 
Dance then, wherever you may be….. 
 

I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
the holy people said it was a shame. 
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high; 
they left me there on a cross to die: 
Dance, then, wherever you may be….. 
 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 
it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone; 
but I am the dance and I still go on: 
Dance, then, wherever you may be … 
 

They cut me down and I leapt up high;  
I am the life that will never, never die; 
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me: 
I am the Lord of the Dance said he: 
Dance, then, wherever you may be…..  

 

Sydney Bertram Carter (b.1915) © Stainer and Bell Ltd 
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Remain standing 
 

THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

The God of all grace,  
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus,  
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The Deacon of the Gospel says 
 

Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Remain standing as the choir and clergy depart  
 

Please do stay for refreshments, these are served in the North Transept. 
 

 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Fugue No 6 on B.A.C.H. 

Robert Schumann (1810-1856) 

 
 
 
 
 

Later today: 
15:30 Choral Evensong  

 

Collegium regale – Howells 
O for a closer walk - Stanford 

Allegro Maestoso (Sonata for Organ) - Elgar 
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If you would like to be kept informed of services and events 
at Lichfield Cathedral please do get in touch with us.  

 
Our general ’phone number is 01543 306100 

 
You’ll find us on Facebook  & Instagram 

 
www.lichfield-cathedral.org 

 
 

 

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/
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Texts reproduced from Common Worship are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006 
Words of copyright hymns are reproduced under licence CCL 155215 
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