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ALL ARE WELCOME …  
THIS IS YOUR CATHEDRAL…. 
 

Welcome to your Cathedral, whether you are worshipping here or 
online. We are especially glad to welcome children and families. Activity bags 
and sheets are available from the stewards. If you or your child needs a quiet 
moment, St Stephen’s Chapel is straight down the aisle and to the left of the 
large hanging cross, near the font. Parents and carers are asked to accompany 
children at all times. Please help children, parents and carers feel welcome with 
a smile! 
 

Safety 
Please always follow any directions given in how we need to move around the 
Cathedral. In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain quiet and 
respond calmly and promptly to the directions of the Vergers. 
 

Receiving Communion 
The Church of England teaches that we receive the body and blood of Christ 
through the bread and wine of Holy Communion. If you regularly receive 
communion in any Christian church, you are welcome to receive communion 
with us this morning. Please note, we do not allow intinction (dipping the bread 
into the wine); this is for reasons of hygiene. The Church believes communion 
is received fully, even if you are only able to receive just the bread or the wine. 
Gluten-free hosts are available. 
 

Spiritual Communion 
Our worship incorporates a short prayer of Spiritual Communion for those who 
are unable to receive communion in church.  
 

Posture 
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free 
to adopt the posture that you feel most comfortable with. 
 

Refreshments 
At the end of the service, please join us for refreshments in the North Transept. 
 

IT COSTS £5000 EACH DAY TO KEEP THE DOORS OF THE CATHEDRAL OPEN 
We receive no funding from the State for our day to day operation and rely 
entirely on donations. Please give as generously as you can to help us to 
continue to serve the people of Lichfield, Staffordshire, Shropshire, the Black 
Country and beyond. UK taxpayers can make their gift go further by using Gift 
Aid—just fill in the envelope provided. 
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Prefer to give electronically? Tap your card at a giving point, ask 
a steward for help, or scan the QR code here. You can also 
donate online at www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate. Thank you 
so much for supporting the life and ministry of your Cathedral.  
 

Photography and Livestreaming 
We ask that members of the congregation do not take photographs or video 
of our worship, but please note that at some of our services our Cathedral 
volunteer photographers will be taking photographs. We also livestream many 
of our services via Facebook or YouTube.  Whilst we do our best to not film 
the congregation for the livestream, please do let us know if this is a particular 
issue for you and we will assist by letting you know where you can sit so that 
you do not appear on screen. 
 

Music  
Our service is sung today by the choir of Halifax Minster. The setting for the 
Eucharist is the Sparrowmass (Spatzenmesse) by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
(1756 - 1791). 
 

Preparation before the Service 
The time before the service you are invited to keep as a period of quiet 
preparation for worship.  You might find the following prayer useful: 
 

We beseech thee, O Lord, that this Holy Communion may be unto us a guide 
and provision for our journey unto the haven of everlasting Salvation. May it 
be to us comfort in sorrow, strength in trial, patience in difficulty, delight in 
prosperity and love in all things. By these most Holy Mysteries which we would 
receive, grant us right faith, firm hope, and perfect charity, purification of 
desire, gladness of mind, ardent love of thee, and a due remembrance of the 
Passion of thy beloved Son, with grace to keep our lives full of faith and virtue. 
And in the hour of our departure, grant that we may receive this great Mystery 
with true faith, sure hope, and a sincere charity until everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Old Sarum Prayer before Communion 
 

 
Please join in whatever is printed in bold type. 
 
 
  

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate
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THE GATHERING 
 

Stand 
 

INTROIT HYMN 557  Gerontius 
 

1. Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 

 
2. O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
and to the rescue came. 
 

3. O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail; 
 

4. And that a higher gift than grace 
should flesh and blood refine, 
God’s presence and his very self, 
and essence all-divine. 
 

5. O generous love! that he who smote 
in Man for man the foe, 
the double agony in Man 
for man should undergo; 
 

6. And in the garden secretly, 
and on the cross on high, 
should teach his brethren, and inspire 
to suffer and to die. 
 

7. Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise: 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways. 
 

 

John Henry Newman 1801-1890 
Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 

Remain standing  
 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

  



5 
 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Please sit or kneel as the President offers further words of welcome. We then 
say together 
 

Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

The President introduces the confession. 
 

THE RITE OF PENITENCE 
 

My brothers and sisters, 
as we prepare to celebrate the presence of Christ 
in word and sacrament, 
let us call to mind and confess our sins. 

 

CONFESSION 
 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour 
in thought and word and deed, 
through negligence, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION  
 

Almighty God,  
who forgives all who truly repent,  
have mercy upon you,  
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in life eternal;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

Stand 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (choir)   
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

 Let us pray:  
 

Almighty God, 
who called your Church to bear witness 
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself: 
help us to proclaim the good news of your love, 
that all who hear it may be drawn to you; 
through him who was lifted up on the cross, 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

Sit 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Jeremiah 15.15-21   
  

 A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.    

 

O Lord, you know;  remember me and visit me, 
   and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
In your forbearance do not take me away; 
   know that on your account I suffer insult. 
Your words were found, and I ate them, 
   and your words became to me a joy 
   and the delight of my heart; 
for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts. 
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
   nor did I rejoice; 
under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
   for you had filled me with indignation. 
Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, 
   refusing to be healed? 
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
   like waters that fail. 
 

Therefore, thus says the Lord: 
If you turn back, I will take you back, 
   and you shall stand before me. 
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
   you shall serve as my mouth. 
It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 
And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. 
I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
   and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

A short period of silence is kept. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                           
 

Stand as the choir sings Alleluia which all repeat 

  
 

 The Lord is faithful in all his words and loving in all his deeds. 
 

All sing Alleluia again 
 

Turn towards the reading of the Gospel in the middle of the Nave. 
 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 16.21-end 

 
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.’ 
 

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For 
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or 
what will they give in return for their life? 
  



9 
 

‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.’ 

 
A fanfare is sounded to honour the reading of the Gospel.  
 

Sit  
 

SERMON  
 

Stand        
 

NICENE CREED, sung to the setting by John Merbecke 
 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
and of all things visible and invisible:  

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten, not made,  
being of one substance with the Father,  
by whom all things were made;  
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,  
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,  
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried,  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father.  
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And he shall come again with glory  
to judge both the quick and the dead:  
whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And we believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified,  
who spake by the prophets.  
 

And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.  
And we look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                            
 

Sit 
 

One of these responses is used 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

or 
 

Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

or 
 

Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

The prayers conclude: 
 

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Stand  
 

 

We are the Body of Christ.  
In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.  
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace  
and builds up our common life.  
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

 

The Deacon of the Gospel says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange the peace with their neighbour. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

A collection is taken to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. Please 
give as generously as you are able and, if you are a UK taxpayer, use the Gift 
Aid envelopes provided. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 380  Evelyns  
 

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him King of glory now: 
’tis the Father’s pleasure we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 
 

Humbled for a season, to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners unto whom he came, 
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious, when from death he passed: 
 

Name him, Christians, name him, with love strong as death, 
but with awe and wonder and with bated breath: 
he is God the Saviour, he is Christ the Lord, 
ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored. 
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Surely, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 
with his Father’s glory, with his angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him King of glory now. 

 

Caroline M Noel 1817-1877 
© 1960 Josef Weinberger Ltd 

Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 
 

Remain standing 
 

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

As the grain once scattered in the fields  
and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside  
are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,  
so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together  
from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. 
Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 
Father, we give you thanks and praise 
through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living Word, 
through whom you have created all things; 
who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 
 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 
as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 
he lived on earth and went about among us; 
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he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 
he put an end to death by dying for us; 
and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 
so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (choir)  
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary the Virgin, 
Chad our Patron and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever. 
 

The people respond: 
 
 

Sit 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen.  
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD   
 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The President receives Holy Communion and then leads the Spiritual 
Communion for those who are prevented from receiving their communion, and 
worshipping with us from home.  We invite those in the Cathedral to pray quietly 
for them as the President leads them in prayer. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for those worshipping online)  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Those of any Christian denomination who are accustomed to receiving Holy 
Communion in their own churches are invited to do so here.  Please follow the 
directions given by the Stewards who will indicate which communion station 
you should go to.  If you do not normally receive communion, please do come 
forward to receive a prayer of blessing. Gluten free hosts are available at each 
station for those who require them. 
 

AGNUS DEI (choir)  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us; grant us peace. 
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MOTET - Upon your heart – Eleanor Daley (b. 1955) 
 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
as a seal upon your arm, 
for love is strong as death. 
Many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can the floods drown it. 
If you keep my commandments, 
you shall abide in my love, 
Love one another as I have loved you, 
Then shall your joy be complete. 
 
 
 

Remain seated for the Communion hymn, which is sung quietly and reflectively 
as Holy Communion is received. 
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMN NEH 311  Dies Dominica 
 

1. We pray thee, heavenly Father, 
to hear us in thy love, 
and pour upon thy children 
the unction from above; 
that so in love abiding, 
from all defilement free, 
we may in pureness offer 
our Eucharist to thee. 
 

2. All that we have we offer 
For it is all thine own 
All gifts, by thine appointment, 
In bread and cup are shown; 
One thing alone we bring not, 
The wilfulness of sin, 
And all we bring is nothing 
Save that which is within. 
 

3. Within the pure oblation, 
Beneath the outward sign, 
By that his operation –  
The Holy Ghost divine –  
Lies hid the sacred body, 
Lies hid the precious blood, 
Once slain, now ever glorious, 
Of Christ, our Lord and God. 
 

4. Wherefore, though all unworthy 
To offer sacrifice, 
We pray that this our duty 
Be pleasing in thine eyes; 
For praise, and thanks and worship, 
For mercy and for aid, 
The catholic oblation 
Of Jesus Christ is made. 
 

 

V.S. Stuckey Coles 1845-1929 
Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 

  



17 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Kneel or sit 
 

 Let us pray:  
 

God our creator, 
you feed your children with the true manna, 
the living bread from heaven: 
let this holy food sustain us through our earthly pilgrimage 
until we come to that place 
   where hunger and thirst are no more; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  

NOTICES 
 

Stand    
 

HYMN 621  Monk’s Gate 
 

1. Who would true valour see,  
let him come hither; 
one here will constant be,  
come wind, come weather; 
there’s no discouragement  
shall make him once relent 
his first avowed intent  
to be a pilgrim.  

 
2. Whoso beset him round  
with dismal stories, 
do but themselves confound,  
his strength the more is. 
No lion can him fright:  
he’ll with a giant fight, 
but he will have the right  
to be a pilgrim. 
 

3. Hobgoblin nor foul fiend  
can daunt his spirit; 
he knows he at the end  
shall life inherit. 
Then, fancies, fly away;  
he’ll fear not what men say; 
he’ll labour night and day  
to be a pilgrim. 
 

John Bunyan 1628-1688 
Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 

 
Remain standing  
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THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding,  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 

The Deacon of the Gospel says 
 

 Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Remain standing as the organist plays the voluntary and the choir and clergy 
depart.  
 
 

Please do stay for refreshments, these are served in the North Transept.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Later today: 
15:30 Choral Evensong 

sung by the choir of Halifax Minster 
Evening Service in B flat - Stanford 

For lo I raise up - Stanford 
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If you would like to be kept informed of services and events 
at Lichfield Cathedral please do get in touch with us.  

Our general ’phone number is 01543 306100 
 

You’ll find us on Facebook & Instagram 
 

www.lichfield-cathedral.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texts reproduced from Common Worship are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006 
Words of copyright hymns are reproduced under licence CCL 155215 
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