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Lichfield Cathedral is called to live and proclaim the
transforming love of God. Through the fullness of its life in the
Spirit, it seeks to be a sign of the friendship and freedom that
God in Jesus Christ has given the whole world to enjoy.

WELCOME TO LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL

Welcome to this service whether you are worshipping in the Cathedral
or via YouTube at home. It is good that we can come together both
virtually and in person to offer our Eucharist, our offering of praise and
thanksgiving to almighty God. We continue to celebrate the Resurrection of Our
Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia – Christ is Risen!!
Safety
Please always follow any directions given in how we need to move around the
Cathedral. In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain quiet and
respond calmly and promptly to the directions of the Vergers. Facemasks or
coverings, in line with government guidance, are no longer mandatory in the
Cathedral but please feel free to wear one if you wish. We ask that we are all
sensitive to the people around us, some of whom might be nervous or continue
to be concerned for their own health or that of their family or friends.
Spiritual Communion
Whilst services are being live-streamed and people cannot, for a number of
reasons, come to Church to receive their communion in person we will continue
to incorporate the Spiritual Communion within our worship at the point of the
distribution of the Holy Communion. The reasoning behind this is found in the
1662 Book of Common Prayer. The Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if
we offer ourselves in penitence and faith, giving thanks for the redemption won
by Christ crucified, we may truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of our
Saviour Christ’, although we cannot receive the sacrament physically.
Receiving Communion
People will though be able to choose whether they wish or not to receive their
Holy Communion in the form of wine as well as bread. There is no pressure to
receive and people should do as they feel most comfortable; recognising that
some may wish to not receive from the chalice just yet.
The chalices will be stationed at a little distance from the priest giving the host
(Bread) and people will be able to either return to their seat or move to take
their communion in the form of wine as well. If you take the chalice please help
the person giving the chalice by guiding the cup to your lips. People are also
reminded that we do not allow intinction (dipping the bread into the wine) at
the Cathedral. Please follow the instructions given by the vergers and stewards
who will direct you to a communion station. Gluten-free hosts will be available
on request at each station.
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Photography and Livestreaming
Whilst we ask that members of the congregation do not take photographs or
video of our worship, please note that at some of our services our Cathedral
volunteer photographers will be taking photographs. We are also livestreaming
to Facebook or YouTube many of our services. Whilst we do our best to not
film the congregation for the livestream, please do let us know if this is a
particular issue for you and we will assist by letting you know where you can sit
so that you do not appear on screen.
Offerings
We are immensely grateful to members of our worshipping community for your
continued generosity. Your gifts are vital in sustaining our mission and worship.
A collection will be taken by the Stewards during the offertory hymn. Please do
Gift Aid your donation if you are a UK taxpayer by completing the required
details on the envelopes provided. There are electronic giving points where you
can tap a debit or credit card; if you need assistance with these devices please
do ask a steward or verger. For those worshipping at home, you can text SPIRES
to 70191 to give £10, or visit www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate
Refreshments
At the end of the service refreshments are available in the South Transept. We
do hope that you will join us for a time of fellowship together.
Music
The organ is played by the Assistant Director of Music, Martyn Rawles, and the
service will be sung by the Cathedral Choir, conducted by the Director of Music,
Ben Lamb. The setting is the Communion Service in C and F by Sir Charles
Villiers Stanford (1852-1924).
Posture
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free
to adopt the posture that you feel most comfortable with.
Preparation before the Service
In the time before the service you are invited to keep this as a period of quiet
preparation for worship. You might find the following prayer useful:
Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life: give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Please join in whatever is printed in bold type.
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THE GATHERING
Stand, if you able, as the hymn is sung
INTROIT HYMN 141 tii Württemberg
1.

Christ the Lord is risen again,
Christ hath broken every chain.
Hark, angelic voices cry,
singing evermore on high,
Alleluia!

He whose path no records tell,
who descended into hell,
who the strong man armed hath bound,
now in highest heaven is crowned.
Alleluia!

2.

He who gave for us his life,
who for us endured the strife,
is our Paschal Lamb today;
we too sing for joy, and say
Alleluia!

5.

He who bore all pain and loss
comfortless upon the cross,
lives in glory now on high,
pleads for us, and hears our cry:
Alleluia!

Now he bids us tell abroad
how the lost may be restored,
how the penitent forgiven,
how we too may enter heaven.
Alleluia!

4.

He who slumbered in the grave
is exalted now to save;
now through Christendom it rings
that the Lamb is King of kings.
Alleluia!

3.

6.

Thou, our Paschal Lamb indeed,
Christ, thy ransomed people feed;
take our sins and guilt away:
let us sing by night and day
Alleluia!

7.

Michael Weisse c. 1480-1534
tr. Catherine Winkworth 1827-1878

THE GREETING
In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Please be seated as the President offers further words of welcome and then says
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God calls, his call is to each one of us, it is personal and universal,
an invitation to all humanity to meet him here.
God calls us to meet him here in the feast prepared by his Son.
God calls, his call is to each one of us.
His call is both personal and universal.
THE RITE OF PENITENCE
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.
1 Corinthians 5.7,8

A moment of silence is kept

A cantor sings each petition, then the choir sings the Kyrie/Christe which all
repeat:
Like Mary at the empty tomb,
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence:

Like the disciples behind locked doors,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers:

Like Thomas in the upper room,
we are slow to believe:

ABSOLUTION
May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Stand
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (choir)
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Remain standing
THE COLLECT
Let us pray:
Almighty God,
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Sit
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
NEW TESTAMENT READING

Acts 11. 1-18.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’ Then Peter began to
explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying,
and in a trance I saw a vision.
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There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being
lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it
closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the
air. I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But I
replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever
entered my mouth.” But a second time the voice answered from heaven,
“What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” This happened
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. At that very
moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house
where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied
me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the
angel standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon,
who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your
entire household will be saved.” And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit
fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered
the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them the same gift
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that
I could hinder God?’ When they heard this, they were silenced. And they
praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.’
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A short period of silence is kept
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Stand
The choir sings Alleluia which all repeat

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.

cf Revelation 1.17,18

All sing Alleluia again
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Turn towards the reading of the Gospel in the middle of the Nave
GOSPEL READING

John 13. 31-35

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I
said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot
come.” I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
A fanfare is sounded to honour the reading of the Gospel.
Sit
SERMON
A moment of silence is kept
Stand
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
The prayers conclude
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Stand

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

THE PEACE
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ Then they were glad when they saw the Lord.
John 20.19, 20
Alleluia.
Alleluia. The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
And also with you. Alleluia.
The Deacon of the Gospel says
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of peace with their neighbour
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PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
A collection is taken to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. Please
give as generously as you are able and, if you are a UK taxpayer, use the GiftAid
envelopes provided.
HYMN 136 Alleluia No. 1
Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name.
Jesus is Lord of all the earth:
he is the King of creation:
Alleluia, alleluia …
1.

Spread the good news o’er all the earth:
Jesus has died and has risen:
Alleluia, alleluia …
2.

We have been crucified with Christ:
now we shall live forever:
Alleluia, alleluia …

3.

God has proclaimed the just reward:
life for all men, alleluia:
Alleluia, alleluia …
4.

Come let us praise the living God,
joyfully sing to our Saviour:
Alleluia, alleluia …
5.

Donald Fishel b. 1950. © 1973 International Liturgy Publications

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.
In your loving care you spread before us the table of life
and give us the cup of salvation to drink.
Keep us always in the fold of our Saviour and our Shepherd,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Blessed be God for ever.
Remain standing
10

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
almighty and eternal Father,
and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts
the memory of your wonderful works.
For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son,
has conquered the powers of death and hell
and restored in men and women the image of your glory.
He has placed them once more in paradise
and opened to them the gate of life eternal.
And so, in the joy of this Passover,
earth and heaven resound with gladness,
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation
sing for ever the hymn of your glory:
SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (choir)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
All glory be to you, our heavenly Father,
who, in your tender mercy,
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;
who made there by his one oblation of himself once offered
a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction
for the sins of the whole world;
he instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to continue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death until he comes again.
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Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray,
and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,
we receiving these gifts of your creation, this bread and this wine,
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution,
in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father,
in remembrance of the precious death and passion,
the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension
of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
we offer you through him this our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving.
Grant that by his merits and death,
and through faith in his blood,
we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins
and all other benefits of his passion.
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Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins,
to offer you any sacrifice,
yet we pray that you will accept this
the duty and service that we owe.
Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences,
and fill us all who share in this holy communion
with your grace and heavenly blessing;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Sit
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
GIVING OF COMMUNION
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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The President receives Holy Communion and then leads the Spiritual
Communion for those who are prevented from receiving their communion.
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
I invite you to open your hands as a sign of your openness
to receiving God’s grace as we pray together:
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,
for all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.
Those of any Christian denomination who are accustomed to receiving Holy
Communion in their own churches are invited to do so here.
Please follow the directions given by the vergers and stewards who will indicate
which communion station you should go to. As explained in the notes at the
front of the service booklet, you are invited to choose whether you receive you
Holy Communion in the kinds of bread and wine or bread alone. If you do not
normally receive communion please do come forward to receive a prayer of
blessing. Gluten free hosts are available at each station for those who require
them, please let the priest know if you require one.
AGNUS DEI (choir)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us; grant us peace.
MOTET O taste and see — Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
O taste and see how gracious the Lord is:
blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.
Organ music may be played until the ministers have returned
to their places after cleansing the altar vessels.

14

Psalm 34: 8

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Sit
Let us pray:
Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns,
now and for ever. Amen.
NOTICES
Stand
HYMN A&M SP 81 Noel Nouvelet
Word that formed creation, earth and sea and sky;
Word that brings salvation, Word that will not die;
speak now in us that we might hear your call;
Living Word of Jesus, sound within us all.
1.

Love that formed and named us, filled this clay with breath;
Love that seeks and claims us, Love beyond all death;
come now and fire the life that flows from you;
Love that raised up Jesus, raise us up anew.
2.

Song of joy and wonder, sound so wild and free;
voice of wind and thunder, boundless as the sea;
Music of God, the love that casts out fear;
Song that sang in Jesus, sing within us here.
3.

God of all creation, form our hearts anew;
God of our salvation, lead us home to you;
Spirit, inspire our hearts to hear your call;
living God of Jesus, come renew us all!
4.

Marty Haugen (b.1950)
© 1991, GIA publication Inc. www.giamusic.com All rights reserved.
Used under One License No. A-631957

Remain standing
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THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
God the Father,
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
The Deacon of the Eucharist dismisses the people

Remain standing as the choir and clergy depart and an organ voluntary is
played.

Please take this order of service with you
for reflection and prayer during this week
If you would like to be kept informed of services and events
at Lichfield Cathedral please do get in touch with us.
Our general ’phone number is 01543 306100
You’ll find us on Facebook | Twitter @LichfieldCath
www.lichfield-cathedral.org
Texts reproduced from Common Worship are copyright
© The Archbishops’ Council 2006
Unless otherwise stated words of copyright hymns are reproduced under licence CCL 155215
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