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 WELCOME TO LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 
Welcome to this service whether you are worshipping in the 
Cathedral or via YouTube at home.  It is good that we can 
come together to offer our Eucharist, our offering of praise and 

thanksgiving to almighty God.    
 

Safety 
Please always follow any directions given in how we need to move around the 
Cathedral.  In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain quiet and 
respond calmly and promptly to the directions of the Vergers.  Facemasks or 
coverings, in line with government guidance, are no longer mandatory in the 
Cathedral but please feel free to wear one if you wish.    
 

Spiritual Communion 
While some cannot, for a number of reasons, come to Church to receive their 
communion in person we will continue to incorporate the Spiritual Communion 
within our worship at the point of the distribution. 
 

Receiving Holy Communion 
People will though be able to choose whether they wish or not to receive their 
Holy Communion in the form of wine as well as bread.   There is no pressure to 
receive, and people should do as they feel most comfortable; recognising that 
some may wish to not receive from the chalice.  If you take the chalice, please 
help the person giving the chalice by guiding the cup to your lips.  People are 
also reminded that we do not allow intinction (dipping the bread into the wine) 
at the Cathedral.  Please follow the instructions given by the vergers and 
stewards who will direct you to a communion station.  Gluten-free hosts will be 
available at each station.   
 

Posture 
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free 
to adopt the posture that you feel most comfortable with. 

 

Photography and Livestreaming 
Whilst we ask that members of the congregation do not take photographs or 
video of our worship, please note that at some of our services our Cathedral 
volunteer photographers will be taking photographs. We are also livestreaming 
to Facebook or YouTube many of our services.  Whilst we do our best to not 
film the congregation for the livestream, please do let us know if this is a 
particular issue for you and we will assist by letting you know where you can sit 
so that you do not appear on screen.   
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Offerings 
Your gifts are vital in sustaining our mission and worship.  A collection will be 
taken by the Stewards during the offertory hymn. Please do Gift Aid your 
donation if you are a UK taxpayer by completing the required details on the 
envelopes provided. There are electronic giving points where you can tap a 
debit or credit card; if you need assistance with these devices please do ask a 
steward or verger. For those worshipping at home, you can text SPIRES to 
70191 to give £10, or visit  www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate. 
 

Refreshments 
At the end of the service refreshments are available in the North Transept.  We 
do hope that you will join us for a time of fellowship together. 
 

Music  
Our service is sung today by the Cathedral Choir conducted by the Director of 
Music, Ben Lamb. The organ is played by the Assistant Director of Music, 
Martyn Rawles. The setting for the Eucharist is the Mass for Four Voices by 
William Byrd (1543-1623). 
 

Preparation before the Service 
The time before the service you are invited to keep as a period of quiet 
preparation for worship.  You might find the following prayer useful: 
 

Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again 
as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. Amen. 
 

Sermons in Advent 
The themes of the sermons during this season of Advent are The Four Last 
Things:  Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell.  Today, the Canon Chancellor will 
take as his theme Judgement. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please join in whatever is printed in bold type. 

 

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate
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THE GATHERING 
 

Stand as the choir assemble in the North Transept and sacred ministers gather 
around the Advent Candles in the Crossing.  
 

ADVENT PROSE  
 

The refrain is first sung by the Choir, then repeated by the people: 
 

 
 

We have sinned and are as an unclean thing,  
and we all do fade as a leaf: 
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 
Thou hast hid thy face from us:  
and hast consumed us because of our iniquities. 
Drop down… 

 

The President offers words of welcome 
 

THE LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE, THE LIGHT OF PROMISE 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

The President invites a member of the congregation to light the second Advent 
candle 
 

We come to light a light of promise, to remember we are not alone. 
not abandoned, not lost, but held in the promise of God’s love. 
 

In a world that sometimes forgets God-with-us, 
we cling to your promise. 
With the prophets of every age, 
we cling to your promise. 
We light a candle in the darkness, 
we cling to your promise. 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel: Come, Lord Jesus. 
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INTROIT HYMN 214  Old 104th  
 

Disposer supreme, and Judge of the earth, 
who choosest for thine the meek and the poor; 
to frail earthen vessels, and things of no worth, 
entrusting thy riches which ay shall endure; 
 

Those vessels soon fail, though full of thy light, 
and at thy decree are broken and gone; 
thence brightly appeareth thy truth in its might, 
as through the clouds riven the lightnings have shone. 
 

Like clouds are they borne to do thy great will, 
and swift as the winds about the world go: 
the Word with his wisdom their spirits doth fill; 
they thunder, they lighten, the waters o’erflow. 
 

Their sound goeth forth, ‘Christ Jesus the Lord!’ 
then Satan doth fear, his citadels fall; 
as when the dread trumpets went forth at thy word, 
and one long blast shattered the Canaanite's wall. 
 

O loud be their trump, and stirring their sound, 
to rouse us, O Lord, from slumber of sin: 
the lights thou hast kindled in darkness around, 
O may they awaken our spirits within. 
 

All honour and praise, dominion and might, 
to God, Three in One, eternally be, 
who round us hath shed his own marvellous light, 
and called us from darkness his glory to see. 
 

Jean de Santeul (1630-1697) 
 tr. Isaac Williams (1802-1865) 

 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated as the President offers further words of welcome, and then says  
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God calls, his call is to each one of us, it is personal and universal,  
an invitation to all humanity to meet him here.  
God calls us to meet him here in the feast prepared by his Son.  
God calls, his call is to each one of us. His call is both personal and universal. 

 

RITE OF PENITENCE 
 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden  
in the darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart.  
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.        cf 1 Corinthians 4.5 
 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
In your mercy forgive what we have been,  
help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be;  
that we may do justly, love mercy,  
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

KYRIE ELEISON (choir) 
 

 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

ABSOLUTION    

 

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given you 
a kingdom that cannot be destroyed, forgive you your sins,  
open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you to do God’s will  
and give you the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Stand 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

 Let us pray:  
 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 
we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Sit 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 11.1-10 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the 
Lord. 
 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall 
be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  The nursing child shall 
play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea. 
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  O house of 
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

  

 This is the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

A short period of silence is kept 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

Stand as the choir sings Alleluia which all repeat 

 
 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.                                 cf Isaiah 40.3-5 

 

All sing Alleluia again 
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Turn towards the reading of the Gospel  
 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 3.1-12 
 

 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is 
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” ’ 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 
the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say 
to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe 
is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 

‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
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A fanfare is sounded to honour the reading of the Gospel.  
 

Sit  
 

SERMON    
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED sung in the arrangement of John Merbecke 
 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible:  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,  
begotten of his Father before all worlds,  
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,  
by whom all things were made;  
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,  
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,  
and was made man,  
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried,  
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,  
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father.  
And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead:  
whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And we believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son  
together is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets.  
And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.  
And we look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Sit 
 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

The prayers conclude 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Stand 
THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

THE PEACE   
 

God will speak peace to his people, 
to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 

The Deacon of the Gospel says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 
 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

A collection is taken to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. Please 
give as generously as you are able and, if you are a UK taxpayer, use the Gift 
Aid envelopes provided. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 87  Crüger 
 

1. Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,  
great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed,  
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression,  
to set the captive free,  
to take away transgression  
and rule in equity. 

  



 
2. He comes, with succour speedy  
to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy,  
and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing,  
their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying,  
were precious in his sight. 
 
3. He shall come down like showers  
upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers,  
spring in his path to birth: 
before him, on the mountains  
shall peace the herald go; 
and righteousness in fountains  
from hill to valley flow. 
 

 
4. Kings shall bow down before him,  
and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him,  
his praise all people sing; 
to him shall prayer unceasing  
and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing,  
a kingdom without end. 
 
5. O’er every foe victorious,  
he on his throne shall rest, 
from age to age more glorious,  
all-blessing and all-blest: 
the tide of time shall never  
his covenant remove; 
his name shall stand for ever;  
that name to us is Love. 

Psalm 72 
James Montgomery (1771-1854) 

 

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 
draw us from hatred to love; 
make the frailty of our praise 
a dwelling place for your glory. Amen. 
 

Remain standing 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
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It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,   
almighty God and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. 
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 

          Confident that your promise will be fulfilled,  
          we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
          And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
          and with all the company of heaven to proclaim your glory, 
          for ever praising you and saying:    
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (choir)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once  
for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 

          As we offer you this our sacrifice  
of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary the Virgin, 
Chad our Patron, and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 

by whom, with whom and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever.  

Sit 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 Uniting our prayers with the whole company of heaven,  
 let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The President receives Holy Communion and then leads the Spiritual 
Communion for those who are prevented from receiving their communion, and 
worshipping with us from home.  We invite those in the Cathedral to pray quietly 
for them as the President leads them in prayer. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for those worshipping online)  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
 

Those of any Christian denomination who are accustomed to receiving Holy 
Communion in their own churches are invited to do so here.  Please follow the 
directions given by the vergers and stewards who will indicate which 
communion station you should go to.  If you do not normally receive communion 
please do come forward to receive a prayer of blessing. Gluten free hosts are 
available at each station for those who require them. 
 

AGNUS DEI (choir)  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us; grant us peace. 
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MOTET  Rorate Caeli – Francisco Guerrero (1528-1599)  
 

Rorate coeli desuper,  
et nubes pluant justum :  
a periatur terra,  
et germinet Salvatorem.  
 

Ostende nobis Domine, 
misericordiam tuam,  
et salutare tuum da nobis. 
 

Veni Domine, et noli tardare. 
Alleluia. 
 

Drop down, O heavens, from above,  
and let the skies pour forth justice:  
let the earth be fruitful and bring 
forth a Saviour.  
 

Send down your mercy on us, Lord,  
and your blessing.  
 

 
Come, Lord, and do not tarry. 
Alleluia.   

Isaiah 45 
 

Organ music may be played until the ministers have returned  
to their places after cleansing the altar vessels. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

 Let us pray:  
 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

NOTICES  
 

Stand  
 

HYMN 37  St Stephen 
 

The Lord will come and not be slow,  
his footsteps cannot err; 
before him righteousness shall go,  
his royal harbinger. 
 

Truth from the earth, like to a flower,  
shall bud and blossom then; 
and justice, from her heavenly bower,  
look down on mortal men. 
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Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might,  
this wicked earth redress; 
for thou art he who shalt by right  
the nations all possess. 
 

The nations all whom thou hast made  
shall come, and all shall frame 
to bow them low before thee,  
Lord, and glorify thy name. 
 

For great thou art, and wonders great  
by thy strong hand are done: 
thou in thy everlasting seat  
remainest God alone.  

Psalms 82, 85, 86 
John Milton (1608-1674) 

Remain standing 
THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 

 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

May God himself, the God of peace, make you perfect and holy,  
and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body,  
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 

The Deacon of the Gospel says  
 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

May the Lord, when he comes,  
find us watching and waiting. Amen. 

 

Remain standing as the choir and clergy depart 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Nun komm', der Heiden Heiland 
Nicholaus Bruhns (1665-1697) 

Texts reproduced from Common Worship are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
Words of copyright hymns are reproduced under licence CCL 155215 
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