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EVENING PRAYER 
FOR  

HOLY SATURDAY INCLUDING  
‘IN MEMORIAM’  

 

 
11 April 2020 

17:30 
 

 
 
 
Lichfield Cathedral is called to live and proclaim the 
transforming love of God. Through the fullness of its life in 
the Spirit, it seeks to be a sign of the friendship and freedom 
that God in Jesus Christ has given the whole world to enjoy. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Welcome to this service of Evening Prayer which also includes, ‘In Memoriam’.  As well as 
saying the office for the evening of Holy Saturday we remember in our prayers those in 
whose memory lilies have been given.   Many people on Holy Saturday, the day when 
Jesus lay in the tomb, remember with hope and love their departed relatives and friends. 
We pray that they might rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
 

Please do join in with anything that is in bold type. 
 
 

PREPARATION 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Let your ways be known upon earth 
your saving power among the nations. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation,  
to you be glory and praise for ever.  
As we behold your Son, enthroned on the cross,  
stir up in us the fire of your love,  
that we may be cleansed from all our sins,  
and walk with you in newness of life 
singing the praise of him who died  
for us and our salvation.  
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful,  
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

 

Silence is kept 
 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,  
so may your mercy come down upon us  
to cleanse our hearts  
and set us free to sing your praise  
now and for ever.  
Amen.  
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THE WORD OF GOD 
PSALM 116 
 

I love the Lord, for he has heard the voice of my supplication;  
because he inclined his ear to me 
on the day I called to him. 
 

The snares of death encompassed me; 
the pains of hell took hold of me;  
by grief and sorrow was I held. 
 

Then I called upon the name of the Lord:  
‘O Lord, I beg you, deliver my soul.’ 
 

Gracious is the Lord and righteous;  
our God is full of compassion. 
 

The Lord watches over the simple;  
I was brought very low and he saved me. 
 

Turn again to your rest, O my soul,  
for the Lord has been gracious to you. 
 

For you have delivered my soul from death,  
my eyes from tears and my feet from falling. 
 

I will walk before the Lord  
in the land of the living. 
 

I believed that I should perish for I was sorely troubled;  
and I said in my alarm, ‘Everyone is a liar.’ 
 

How shall I repay the Lord  
for all the benefits he has given to me? 
 

I will lift up the cup of salvation  
and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 

I will fulfil my vows to the Lord  
in the presence of all his people. 
 

Precious in the sight of the Lord  
is the death of his faithful servants. 
 

O Lord, I am your servant,  
your servant, the child of your handmaid; 
you have freed me from my bonds. 
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I will offer to you a sacrifice of thanksgiving  
and call upon the name of the Lord. 
 

I will fulfil my vows to the Lord  
in the presence of all his people, 
 

In the courts of the house of the Lord,  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
 

THE FIRST READING 
 

A reading from the book of Job. 
 

Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, 
   for the hand of God has touched me!  
 Why do you, like God, pursue me, never satisfied with my flesh?  
 
 ‘O that my words were written down! 
   O that they were inscribed in a book!  
 O that with an iron pen and with lead 
   they were engraved on a rock for ever!  
 For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
   and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;  
 and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
   then in my flesh I shall see God,  
 whom I shall see on my side,  
   and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
   My heart faints within me!  

 

Job 19.21,27  

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE CANTICLE – SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD 
 

Jesus, Saviour of the world, 
come to us in your mercy:   
we look to you to save and help us. 
 

By your cross and your life laid down, 
you set your people free:   
we look to you to save and help us. 
 

When they were ready to perish, you saved your disciples:   
we look to you to come to our help. 
In the greatness of your mercy, loose us from our chains,   
forgive the sins of all your people. 
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Make yourself known as our Saviour and mighty deliverer;   
save and help us that we may praise you. 
 

Come now and dwell with us, Lord Christ Jesus:   
hear our prayer and be with us always. 
 

And when you come in your glory:   
make us to be one with you 
and to share the life of your kingdom. 

 

SECOND READING 
 

A reading from the first letter of John. 
 

Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God?  
 

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only 
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 
Spirit is the truth. There are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the 
blood, and these three agree. If we receive human testimony, the testimony of 
God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 
Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who 
do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that 
God has given concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have 
the Son of God does not have life.  

1 John 5.5-12 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
A short time of silence is kept to reflect upon the readings 
RESPONSORY 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 
by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
 

Christ committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips. 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
By your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
 

By his wounds you have been healed. 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you; 
by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 
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CANTICLE  – THE MAGNIFICAT (THE SONG OF MARY) 
 

God’s love for us is revealed in that,  
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
 

From this day all generations will call me blessed;   
the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his name. 
 

He has mercy on those who fear him, 
from generation to generation. 
 

He has shown strength with his arm  
and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 
 

Casting down the mighty from their thrones 
and lifting up the lowly. 
 

He has filled the hungry with good things 
and sent the rich away empty. 
 

He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,  
to remember his promise of mercy, 
 

The promise made to our ancestors,  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Luke 1.46–55 

God’s love for us is revealed in that,  
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

PRAYERS 
Prayers are offered for the Church and the world, all who are in darkness and pain,  
the dying and the bereaved. 
 

At the conclusion of the prayers we commemorate all those in whose memory Easter lilies 
are dedicated.  
 

Lord of all, we praise you for all who have entered into their rest 
and reached the promised land where you are seen face to face. 
Give us grace to follow in their footsteps as they followed in the way of your Son. 
Thank you for the memory of those you have called to yourself: 
by each memory, turn our hearts from things seen to things unseen, 
and lead us till we come to the eternal rest you have prepared for your people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE COLLECT FOR EASTER EVE 
 
 

Grant, Lord, that we who are baptized into the death  
of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
may continually put to death our evil desires 
and be buried with him; 
and that through the grave and gate of death 
we may pass to our joyful resurrection; 
through his merits, who died and was buried and rose again for us, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Standing at the foot of the cross let us pray with confidence  
as our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE CONCLUSION 
 

May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross,  
set us free to serve him with joy. Amen. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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WORSHIP TOMORROW ON EASTER DAY 
 

05:15  DAY BREAK SERVICE FOR EASTER DAY.  
The Rt Revd Dr Michael Ipgrave OBE  

Bishop of Lichfield 
See the Diocesan Website for details of how to view this service. 

 https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/ 
 

 

08:00 HOLY COMMUNION (TRADITIONAL LANGUAGE) 
President and Preacher: Canon Andrew Stead  
Canon Precentor (Liturgy, Music and Formation) 

This service will be streamed live on both Facebook and YouTube 
 and accessed via the Cathedral Website 

www.lichfield-cathedral.org 
 

10:30 CHORAL EUCHARIST 
President and Preacher : The Very Revd Adrian Dorber 

Dean 
 

Gospeller : The Revd Canon Andrew Stead 
Canon Precentor 

 

Intercessions : The Rt Revd. Jan McFarlane 
Canon Custos 

 
 

17:30 EVENING PRAYER 
Live streamed via Facebook 

 

Our celebration of the Easter Season  
will continue during this coming week with our regular services: 
 

Daily 
0800  Morning Prayer    Facebook 
1230   The Holy Eucharist    Facebook  
1730   Evening Prayer    Facebook 
 

Next Sunday 
0800  The Holy Eucharist (Trad. Language) Facebook and YouTube 
1030   The Holy Eucharist    Facebook and YouTube 
1730   Evening Prayer    Facebook 
 

Do join us, if you, can day by day… 
 

Texts reproduced from Common Worship are copyright 
© The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2005 

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/
http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/

