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ALL ARE WELCOME …  
THIS IS YOUR CATHEDRAL…. 
 

Welcome to this service whether you are worshipping in the 
Cathedral or via YouTube at home in this Epiphany season. 
 

Welcome to your Cathedral. If you're here with small children, we’re very glad 
to see you! It’s good to have you with us and joining in the worship. If you’d like 
one, there are activity bags with simple activities for children and a sheet with 
activities that follow the readings you’ll hear in the service today - please ask 
the stewards who welcomed you for one.  If you, or your child, needs some time 
out, you can use St Stephen’s Chapel - straight ahead and to the left of the large 
hanging cross, near the large font. It has green walls and two entrances.  There 
you’ll find some stories, and simple craft activities.  But please come back when 
you want! Jesus said, ‘Let the children come to me.' To our worshippers here 
without children: children are a sign that the Body of Christ is growing, and a 
reminder that God is always doing a new thing. Please greet parents, carers and 
children with a smile. 
 

Safety 
Please always follow any directions given in how we need to move around the 
Cathedral. In the unlikely event of an emergency, please remain quiet and 
respond calmly and promptly to the directions of the Vergers.   
 

Spiritual Communion 
While some cannot, for a number of reasons, come to Church to receive their 
communion in person we will continue to incorporate the Spiritual Communion 
within our worship at the point of the distribution. 
 

Receiving Communion 
People will be able to choose whether they wish or not to receive their Holy 
Communion in the form of wine as well as bread.  If you take the chalice, please 
help the person giving the chalice by guiding the cup to your lips.  People are 
also reminded that we do not allow intinction (dipping the bread into the wine) 
at the Cathedral.  Please follow the instructions given by the Stewards who will 
direct you to a communion station.  Gluten-free bread will be available at each 
station.   
 

Posture 
The order of service indicates whether to sit or stand, however please feel free 
to adopt the posture that you feel most comfortable with. 
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It Costs £5000 each day to keep the doors of the Cathedral open 
We receive no funding from the State for our day to day operation and rely 
entirely on donations. Please give as generously as you can to help us to 
continue to serve the people of Lichfield, Staffordshire, Shropshire, the Black 
Country and beyond. UK taxpayers can make their gift go further by using Gift 
Aid—just fill in the envelope provided. 
 

Prefer to give electronically? Tap your card at a giving point, ask 
a steward for help, or scan the QR code here. You can also 
donate online at www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate. Thank you 
so much for supporting the life and ministry of your Cathedral.  
 

Refreshments 
At the end of the service refreshments are available in the North Transept. We 
do hope that you will join us for a time of fellowship together. 

 

Photography and Livestreaming 
Whilst we ask that members of the congregation do not take photographs or 
video of our worship, please note that at some of our services our Cathedral 
volunteer photographers will be taking photographs. We are also livestreaming 
many of our services via Facebook or YouTube.  Whilst we do our best to not 
film the congregation for the livestream, please do let us know if this is a 
particular issue for you and we will assist by letting you know where you can sit 
so that you do not appear on screen.   
 

Music  
Our service is sung today by the Cathedral Choir, conducted by the Director of 
Music, Ben Lamb. The organ is played by the Assistant Director of Music, 
Martyn Rawles. The setting for the Eucharist is the Communion Service in E 
by Harold Darke (1888 - 1976). 
 

Preparation before the Service 
The time before the service you are invited to keep as a period of quiet 
preparation for worship.  You might find the following prayer useful: 
 

Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 
may we recognize him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

Please join in whatever is printed in bold type. 

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate


4 

THE GATHERING 
 

Stand  
 

INTROIT HYMN 89  Was Lebet 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name. 
 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

 

J S B Monsell 1811-1875 
Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting  
your name is proclaimed in all the world.  

 

The Lord of glory be with you. 
The Lord bless you. 
 

Remain standing as the President offers words of welcome. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (choir)   
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you,  
we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

 Let us pray that we may be faithful to our baptism. 
 

Eternal Father,  
who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son,  
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again  
by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling  
as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 42.1-9        
  

 A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  
 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  
He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised 
reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he 
will faithfully bring forth justice.  He will not grow faint or be crushed until 
he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 
teaching. 
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Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them 
out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath 
to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I 
have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept 
you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is 
my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the 
former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before 
they spring forth, I tell you of them.  

  

 This is the word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

A short period of silence is kept 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 

 

Stand as the choir sings Alleluia which all repeat 
 

 
 

This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased. 
Matthew 3.17 

 

All sing Alleluia again 
 

Turn towards the reading of the Gospel  
 

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 3.13-end 
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Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; 
for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he 
consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from 
heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

A fanfare is sounded to honour the reading of the Gospel.  
 

Sit  
 

SERMON    
 

Stand 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR HOLY BAPTISM  
 

As water is brought from the font to the Nave sanctuary the choir sings 
 

ANTIPHON  —  Richard Lloyd (1933-2021) 
 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to be baptised of John.  
And lo, the heavens were opened,  
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove,  
alighting upon him. And lo, a voice from heaven, saying,  
This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased. Listen to him. 
 

Please be seated 
 

 God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life. 
 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
 Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more. 
 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
who keeps his promise for ever. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 
for your gift of water in creation; 
for your Spirit, sweeping over the waters, 
bringing light and life; 
for your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
baptized in the river Jordan. 
 

We bless you for your new creation, 
brought to birth by water and the Spirit, 
and for your grace bestowed upon us your children, 
washing away our sins. 
 

May your holy and life-giving Spirit move upon these waters. 
Restore through them the beauty of your creation, 
and bring those who are baptized 
to new birth in the family of your Church. 
 

Drown sin in the waters of judgement, 
anoint your children with power from on high, 
and make them one with Christ  
in the freedom of your kingdom. 
For all might, majesty, dominion and power are yours, 
now and for ever.  
Alleluia. Amen. 
 

I saw water flowing from the threshold of the temple. 
Wherever the river flows, everything will spring to life. Alleluia. 

 

On the banks of the river grow trees bearing every kind of fruit. 
Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail. 
 

Their fruit will serve for food,  
their leaves for the healing of the nations. 
For the river of the water of life  
flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
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ACT OF PENITENCE AND DEDICATION 
 

God of truth, you are faithful to the covenant you have made with us; 
look in mercy on your people.  
From all our sins, O Lord:  
wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Though we are saved by Christ  
and dead to sin through the deep waters of death,  
we have not witnessed to his grace by our manner of life.  
From all our sins, O Lord:  
wash us, and we shall be clean. 

 

Today we rejoice and give thanks  
because your Son humbled himself to be baptized in the Jordan. 
Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism  
for the remission of our sins.  
From all our sins, O Lord:  
wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Through water and Spirit  
you give us new life as the people of God, 
and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant.  
From all our sins, O Lord:  
wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Almighty God, in our baptism you have consecrated us  
to be temples of your Holy Spirit.  
May we, whom you have counted worthy,  
nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith,  
and worship you with upright lives; through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

The organ is played as the people are sprinkled with water as a sign and 
reminder of the washing-clean of baptism. 
 

‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride.  
‘Come forward, you who are thirsty,  
receive the water of life,  
the free gift to all who desire it.’  

 

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins,  
and bring us to everlasting life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
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THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
THE PEACE 
 

Stand  
 

God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and,  
as a pledge of what is to come,  
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 

cf 2 Corinthians 1.22 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

 

The Deacon of the Gospel says 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange a sign of peace with their neighbour 
 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 
 

A collection is taken to support the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. Please 
give as generously as you are able and, if you are a UK taxpayer, use the Gift 
Aid envelopes provided. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 87  Crüger 
 

1. Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,  
great David’s greater Son! 
Hail, in the time appointed,  
his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression,  
to set the captive free,  
to take away transgression  
and rule in equity. 

3. He shall come down like showers  
upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers,  
spring in his path to birth: 
before him, on the mountains  
shall peace the herald go; 
and righteousness in fountains  
from hill to valley flow. 
 

2. He comes, with succour speedy  
to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy,  
and bid the weak be strong; 
to give them songs for sighing,  
their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying,  
were precious in his sight. 

4. Kings shall bow down before him,  
and gold and incense bring; 
all nations shall adore him,  
his praise all people sing; 
to him shall prayer unceasing  
and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing,  
a kingdom without end. 
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5. O’er every foe victorious,  
he on his throne shall rest, 
from age to age more glorious,  
all-blessing and all-blest: 
the tide of time shall never  
his covenant remove; 
his name shall stand for ever;  
that name to us is Love. 

 

Psalm 72 
James Montgomery (1771-1854) 

 
TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

 

Open the heavens, Lord our God, 
and send your transforming Spirit 
on us and on these gifts. 
May we who are baptized into Christ 
be ready to share his cup of suffering 
and strengthened to serve him for ever.  
Amen. 

 

Remain standing 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
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All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory made present in our midst. 
 

In the coming of the Magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (choir)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us his body and his blood; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup  
and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
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Therefore, heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of your kingdom,  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of your divine majesty,  
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love, 
and unite us in the body of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 

 
Sit 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Believing the promises of God,  
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us, light in the midst of us,  
bring us to light and life.  

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father.  
 

The President receives Holy Communion and then leads the Spiritual 
Communion for those who are prevented from receiving their communion, and 
worshipping with us from home.  We invite those in the Cathedral to pray quietly 
for them as the President leads them in prayer. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for those worshipping online)  
 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 
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Those of any Christian denomination who are accustomed to receiving Holy 
Communion in their own churches are invited to do so here.  Please follow the 
directions given by the vergers and stewards who will indicate which 
communion station you should go to.  If you do not normally receive communion 
please do come forward to receive a prayer of blessing. Gluten free hosts are 
available at each station for those who require them. 
 

AGNUS DEI (choir)  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us; grant us peace. 
 

MOTET  Listen sweet dove — Grayston Ives (b.1948) 
 

Listen, sweet dove, unto my song, 
and spread thy golden wings in me; 
hatching my tender heart so long, 
till it get wing, and flie away with thee. 
 

Such glorious gifts thou didst bestow, 
the earth did like a heaven appear; 
the stars were coming down to know 
if they might mend their wages, and serve here. 
 

The sunne, which once did shine alone, 
hung down his head, and wisht for night, 
when he beheld twelves sunnes for one 
going about the world, and giving light. 
 

Lord, though we change, thou art the same; 
the same sweet God of love and light: 
restore this day, for thy great name, 
unto his ancient and miraculous right.  

Words: George Herbert (1593-1633) 
 

 
Remain seated for the Communion hymn, which is sung quietly and reflectively 
as Holy Communion is received. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 322  Anima Christi  
 

Soul of my Saviour, sanctify my breast, 
body of Christ, be thou my saving guest, 
blood of my Saviour, bathe me in thy tide, 
wash me with water flowing from thy side. 
 

Strength and protection may thy Passion be, 
O blessèd Jesu, hear and answer me; 
deep in thy wounds, Lord, hide and shelter me, 
so shall I never, never part from thee. 
 

Guard and defend me from the foe malign, 
in death’s dread moments make me only thine; 
call me and bid me come to thee on high 
where I may praise thee with thy saints for ay. 

 

Latin, 14th century  
tr. Author unknown 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

 Let us pray:  
 

Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit  
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

NOTICES  
 

Stand  
 

HYMN 347 St Matthew 
 

Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old 
was strong to heal and save;  
it triumphed o’er disease and death, 
o’er darkness and the grave: 
to thee they went, the deaf, the dumb,  
the palsied and the lame, 
the beggar with his sightless eyes, 
the sick with fevered frame. 
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And lo, thy touch brought life and health, 
gave speech and strength and sight; 
and youth renewed and frenzy calmed 
owned thee, the Lord of light: 
and now, O Lord, be near to bless, 
almighty as of yore, 
in crowded street, by restless couch, 
as by Gennesareth’s shore. 
 

Be thou our great deliverer still, 
thou Lord of life and death; 
restore and quicken, soothe and bless, 
with thine almighty breath: 
to hands that work and eyes that see, 
give wisdom’s heavenly lore, 
that whole and sick, and weak and strong,  
may praise thee evermore. Amen. 

 

Edward Hayes Plumptre 1821-1891 
Reproduced by permission of CCL 155215 

 

Remain standing 
 

THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

ACCLAMATION 
 

 The Father’s voice bears witness to the Son. 
 God has revealed himself to us. 
 

 The Son bows his head beneath the waters of baptism. 
 God has revealed himself to us. 
 

 The Spirit as a dove descends from heaven. 
 God has revealed himself to us. 
 

 Submitting to John’s baptism,  
Christ delivers us from bondage. 

 God has revealed himself to us. 
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THE DISMISSAL GOSPEL 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself 
have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God. 
 

John 1.32-34 
At the end the Deacon of the Gospel says 
  

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from Light, 
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. Amen. 
 

May God the Son, 
who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana, 
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen. 
 

May God the Holy Spirit, who came upon the beloved Son 
at his baptism in the river Jordan, pour out his gifts on you 
who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The Deacon of the Gospel says  
 

 We have come to Christ, the living water. 
 Go in the peace of Christ.   
 Thanks be to God. 
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Remain standing as the choir and clergy depart 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Christ unser Herr zum Jordan kam 

Jonathan Dove (b. 1959) 
 

Please do stay for refreshments, these are served in the North Transept.  
 

 
LATER TODAY 

1530 Choral Evensong – sung by the Cathedral Choir 
Evening Service in B flat – Stanford 

Lo! Star-led Chiefs - Crotch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to be kept informed of services and events 
at Lichfield Cathedral please do get in touch with us.  

Our general ’phone number is 01543 306100 
 

You’ll find us on Facebook |www.lichfield-cathedral.org  
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