21 April 2024

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
A
LICHFIELD
Collect and Readings for the Holy Communion CATHEDRAL

COLLECT

Almighty God,

whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:
raise us, who trust in him,

from the death of sin unto the life of righteousness,
that we may seek those things which are above,
where he liveth and reigneth with thee,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen

EPISTLE  Acts 4. 5-12

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When
they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what
name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the
people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone
who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you,
and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.

This Jesus is
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.”
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among
mortals by which we must be saved.’



GOSPEL John10.11-18

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired
hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. | am the good shepherd.
| know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father.
And | lay down my life for the sheep. | have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. |
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in order to take
it up again. No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have power to
lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. | have received this command from my
Father.’

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (for those who are worshipping at home
on line)

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,

for all the benefits you have given me,

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.
Since | cannot now receive you sacramentally,

| ask you to come spiritually into my heart.

O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,
May | know you more clearly, love you more dearly,
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.



