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In addition, the death of Queen Elizabeth II 
rocked the nation. Add on the cost of living 
crisis, a quick succession of Prime Ministers 
and a series of strikes, and it’s easy to see 
why there is a great weariness all around us.

Change continues apace in the Cathedral 
too as we bid farewell to the Dean. There 
is much to celebrate in all that Adrian has 
achieved over the past 18 years, and his 
absence will be keenly felt. 

Our programme for 2023 is deliberately 
gentle as we adjust to yet another ‘new 
normal’.

Of our Cathedral values of 
hope, hospitality, holiness and 
healing, the emphasis will be 

very much on healing.
We’ll look to the presence of our beautiful 
new shrine to help us work out what this 
means in practice, and we’ll continue to 
explore how best we extend our hands in 
welcome to all who come through our doors, 
as well as considering what it means for us to 
serve our Diocese and communities.

Some of us thrive on change. For others 
change feels threatening and unwelcome. 

We’d love you to join in our Easter services 
this year. They teach us that endings are 
rarely final and that hope always overcomes 
despair.

The first disciples were traumatised, 
disillusioned and desperate on that first 
Good Friday. The one they followed had 
been executed as a common criminal. Their 
hopes for the future were crushed.

Through the quietness of Holy Saturday they 
watched and they waited.

And on Easter Day, as Mary Magdalene 
breathlessly announced that she had seen 
the risen Jesus, hope was restored and faith 
renewed.

And so we look forward to this 
new season in our Cathedral’s 

life with hope and with 
confidence, trusting always 
in the God who is the same 

yesterday, today and forever.     

The Right Rev’d Jan McFarlane
Interim Dean of Lichfield
(April 2023)

Dean’s Welcome (and Farewell)
As we approach Spring the church calendar shifts from celebrating the 
birth and childhood of Christ, to reckoning with the momentous events of his 
maturity. Throughout my time as a priest I’ve always taken Lent, Holy Week 
and Easter, as a time for a spiritual “workout”, to experience the renewing 
power of walking with Jesus. I issue the invitation to you. Make the most of 
this special time.

This year I’ll be cheering you on from the terraces, so to speak. I retire on 
31 March. For the last few weeks, I’ll be making ready for Bishop Jan 
McFarlane who will be Interim Dean until a new Dean is appointed.

Many people have been generous in wishing my wife and me a happy 
retirement and shared their appreciations of my time here as Dean. Yes, 
the repair, beautification and conservation of the Cathedral has been 
wonderful; but most wonderful has been the opportunity to open the 
Cathedral to a public that may not join us for worship, and to put our 
Cathedral at the forefront of service to the community. Our light shows, 
exhibitions, tours, schools and college work, the rich pattern of music and 
engagement, have helped to anchor us in popular respect and affection.

It has been a rare privilege to pioneer the vaccination clinics, to be part of 
the warm rooms initiative, to be an Eco Church Award holder, to partner 
with the Food Bank, support numerous charities and to offer a huge range 
of volunteering opportunities. We’ve undertaken pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land, to walk where Jesus walked, but also try to appreciate the long 
conflict, suffering, and insecurity of all who live there. Our icons come from 
Bethlehem, a testimony to a tradition that started in Jesus’s birth place, and 
our alongside-ness with Christians struggling to survive there.

We’re here above all to stand still and pray. It is our duty and joy to praise 
and thank God, to be drawn deeper into the mystery of his love and his 
purpose for each of us and the world. We’re here to offer worship, to 
engage our eyes, ears and senses and minds with movement, colour, 
beauty, sincerity and intelligence in the service of a God who delights in 
our love.

It is the greatest privilege to have been Dean of Lichfield. I hope the pattern 
of the last few years will be a good prelude for all that is to come.

The Very Rev’d Adrian Dorber, Dean of Lichfield (2005-2023)

looking ahead
All that has happened in our past shapes us into who we are today

The past couple of years have been a time of 
great change. There is no doubt at all that the 
Covid pandemic has changed who we are 
and how we operate.

But without change there is no 
growth, and without growth we 

stagnate and die.

Now to him who by the 
power at work within 

us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more 

than all we can ask or 
imagine,to him be glory 

in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20-22 (NRSV)
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LENT

ASH WEDNESDAY 22 February
08:00 Morning Prayer
12:30 Said Eucharist
with the Imposition of Ashes
17:30 Choral Evensong
19:30 Solemn Eucharist
with the Imposition of Ashes

LIVING CHRIST LENT COURSE 2023
Being the Body of Christ in a complex world: Biblical Reflections for Lent
Wednesday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 March 19:30-21:00 in the Cathedral

Using the new icons in the Shrine, we will explore the Ministry of Jesus written on them, 
and the Bible stories that they depict. Each week a reflection will be offered, followed by 
a discussion and ending in prayer. Bring your Bible, if you are able.

Lent is a season of prayer, simplicity, forgiveness 
and contemplation.

The tradition has been to fast or give something 
up during this period to help with the practice of 
spiritual discipline.

Lent is a time of preparation for the great 
celebration of Easter.

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL CHORUS
ROSSINI PETITE MESSE SOLENNELLE 
Saturday 1 April 19:30
Better known for his operatic masterpieces, 
The Barber of Seville and William Tell, 
Rossini’s composition here is equally full of 
drama but no less devout for that. With piano 
and harmonium, soloists and choir conducted 
by Ben Lamb perform this tour-de-force in the 
Cathedral on Palm Sunday Eve.
Bookings:www.lichfieldcathedralchorus.co.uk

MOTHERING SUNDAY 19 March
10:30 Choral Eucharist for Mothering Sunday

Join us for a family-focussed service of 
celebration on Mothering Sunday. We will
be giving thanks for the love and nurture we
give and receive and specially for the role 
parents play.

HALF TERM KIDS ACTIVITIES
Monday 20 - Friday 24 February
10:00-12:00 & 14:00-16:00

This half term come along with your little 
ones and let’s explore together, in a fun 
way, how we can make the world a better 
place. Lent is a time for self-reflection, taking 
a moment to focus on the important things 
and what changes we can make to improve 
our lives and the lives of those around us. 
Let’s make a Lent Pledge together.

For those unable to attend in person, the talks will be streamed online:
www.lichfield-cathedral.org/lent

The Baptism
of Jesus

(John 1.29-34)

The Wedding
at Cana

(John 2.1-12)

Jesus Preaching
the Kingdom 

(Matthew 5.1-12)

The Transfiguration 
of Jesus

(Luke 9.28-6)

The Last
Supper

(Luke 22.7-38)

EASTER KIDS ACTIVITIES
Monday10 - Friday 14 April
10:00-12:00 & 14:00-16:00

Join us to think about new life and new 
beginning, and the miracle of Easter. Get 
crafty and create some art with your little 
ones, and leave your masterpiece to spread 
joy and hope to all who visit Lichfield 
Cathedral during Easter.



GOOD FRIDAY 7 April
12:00-15:00 The Good Friday Liturgy
Divided into four parts, the Good Friday Liturgy 
marks the time that Jesus was traditionally 
thought to have hung on the cross.  
19:30 Churches Together in Lichfield 
We gather at the cross together in unity to give 
testimony to the love of Christ for the whole 
world.  

HOLY SATURDAY 8 April
09:00 Preparing the Preparers 
A focus on praying with those who are setting 
up the Cathedral for the Easter celebrations.  
No 12:30 Eucharist Service as is tradition, to 
recall Christ laying in the tomb .
16:00 Service of Commemoration for the 
Past Bishops of Lichfield 
Prayers and thanksgivings are offered for the 
ministries of the past bishops of the Diocese. 

17:30 Evening Prayer
‘In Memoriam’
We reflect upon the time when 
Jesus was in the tomb, and take the 
opportunity to think about those we 
know who have died. 
20:00 Easter Vigil and Confirmation
This is the first Eucharist of Easter, 
beginning outside with the lighting of the 
Paschal Candle and moving inside the 
Cathedral. 

EASTER DAY - SUNDAY 9 April
08:00 The Holy Eucharist
This is the first Eucharist for Easter Day and is in 
traditional language.
10:30 Choral Eucharist for Easter Day
We sing our Easter praises in this joyful Eucharist 
on this great day.
15:30 Solemn Choral Evensong
Our Easter celebrations continue as our 
Cathedral Choir sings Evensong, and we 
process around the church with great joy. 

EASTER MONDAY 10 April
09:00 Morning Prayer
12:30 Eucharist for Monday in Easter Week
17:30 Choral Evensong
Our Easter praises continue as former choristers 
of the Cathedral come together to sing 
Evensong and fill the building with joyful music.
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER

TUESDAY 4 April
19:30 Tenebrae
We move from light to darkness and then after the 
dramatic ‘Strepitus’, light is restored. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 6 April
11:00 The Chrism Eucharist
Renewal of Commitment to Ministry and Blessing of Oils
19:00 The Eucharist of the Last Supper
We come together to celebrate the Eucharist and recall 
the first time that Jesus did this with his disciples in the 
upper room.
20:30-22:00 The Watch
We are invited to pray in silence and watch with Jesus.

The most significant part of the Christian story 
is the week following Jesus’s final entry into 
Jerusalem (Palm Sunday). During this week our 
services take us through the events that led up 
to Jesus being accused, tried and crucified, 
and laid in a tomb. The story does not end 
with his death, but on the third day Jesus rose 
from the dead, appearing to his disciples.

Usual pattern of worship resumes from 
Tuesday 11 April:
MONDAY-SATURDAY
08:00 Morning Prayer
12:30 Eucharist
17:30 Evensong/Evening Prayer

SUNDAY
08:00 Eucharist
10:30 Choral Eucharist
15:30 Evensong/Evening Prayer

PALM SUNDAY 2 April
08:00 Holy Eucharist
with Distribution of Palms
10:00 Palm Sunday Procession
We meet at Speaker’s Corner being led by a 
donkey through the streets of the City.
10:30 Palm Sunday Choral Eucharist
Following the procession we enter into the 
Cathedral for our Sunday worship.
15:30 Choral Evensong for Palm Sunday

Usual pattern of worship 
continues, unless replaced by 
a special service (listed)



www.lichfield-cathedral.org/seymour

LICHFIELD MUSICAL YOUTH 
THEATRE - INTO THE WOODS
Tuesday 25 April – Friday 28 April 19:00
Saturday 29 April 14:00 & 19:00
The award-winning Lichfield Musical Youth 
Theatre returns to Lichfield Cathedral.
Featuring 40 local young performers and 
LMYT’s usual magic, it’s one not to miss! 

Bookings: www.LMYT.eventbrite.co.uk

THANKSGIVING SERVICE FOR 
THE CORONATION
Sunday 7 May 11:00
Join us and the local community for a special 
service to celebrate the coronation of King 
Charles III.

Sunday Eucharist will be held at 15:30
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ELVIS BY CANDLELIGHT
Friday 14 & Saturday 15 April 19:30
Grab those blue suede shoes and join us 
for an incredible night of hits including Jail 
House Rock, Suspicious Minds and many 
more! Featuring an incredible live band, 
epic backing vocalists and one of the UK’s 
leading Elvis tributes. Book your tickets now!

Bookings: www.concertsbycandlelight.co.uk

LIBRARY & LEGACY 
The Story of Lichfield Cathedral Library
and the Seymour Family
Saturday 22 April - Sunday 3 September
Admission free during usual opening hours

Discover the secret that makes Lichfield Cathedral Library 
different from other cathedral libraries and its link with the 
famous Seymour family.  

The Cathedral Library, as we know it today, started in 1674 
with a gift of over 400 books from William Seymour’s 
private collection. William’s fascinating books reflect the 
wide-ranging interests of a wealthy intellectual in the 17th 
century and are very different from the books normally found 
in a cathedral library.   

Visit this engaging exhibition to find out more.

Mark Jones from Stradishall, Newmarket, Suffolk,
CC BY 2.0, via Wikimedia Commons

DEMENTIA-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Wednesday 19 April 10:45

All are welcome to this 30-minute dementia-
friendly service in a participative style that 
is especially helpful to those affected by 
dementia. A safe, friendly atmosphere for 
anyone wanting a shorter, more gentle 
worship service.



LICHFIELD SINFONIA
GRIEG PIANO CONCERTO
Saturday 20 May 19:30
Join us for a concert featuring Victor Lim 
playing the Grieg Piano Concerto, and 
‘The Three Spires Suite’ - Joanna Dodds, 
commissioned by the Sinfonia. Plus music by 
Brahms, Sibelius and Khachaturian.
Bookings:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/lichfieldsinfonia

LONDON CONCERTANTE
- A NIGHT AT THE OPERA
Sunday 7 May 19:30
London Concertante presents a sensational 
evening at the opera with an array of the 
finest opera arias and overtures, including 
works from Puccini, Verdi, Rossini, and Mozart 
– some of the best from Madame Butterfly, 
Turandot, Tosca, The Barber of Seville, 
Carmen, Cosi fan Tutte - and so much more.
Bookings: www.londonconcertante.com 

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL CHAMBER 
CHOIR ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
Friday 9 June 20:00
An evening of music inspired by seventeenth 
century authors and poets, performed by 
Lichfield Cathedral Chamber Choir to mark 
their 40th anniversary. A rare opportunity to 
hear the choir in concert and a private view 
of the Library and Legacy exhibition which has 
inspired the concert programme.
Bookings: www.lichfield-cathedral.org

EAGLES BY CANDLELIGHT
Thursday 18 & Friday 19 May 19:30
Featuring a cast of West End singers and an 
incredible live band, ‘Take It Easy’ and join us 
at the ‘Hotel California’ for an unforgettable 
evening of Eagles hits as you have never 
heard them before!

Bookings: www.concertsbycandlelight.co.uk

ABBA BY CANDLELIGHT
Friday 23 June 19:30
Featuring one of the UK’s leading Abba 
tribute acts ‘My My! Abba in Concert’, join 
an incredible cast of West End stars and 
musicians for this sing-along concert.

Bookings: www.concertsbycandlelight.co.uk

LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL CHORUS
 - THE MUSIC OF JOHN RUTTER
Saturday 24 June 19:30
You are invited to spend an evening in the 
company of Lichfield Cathedral Chorus 
performing a selection of music by John Rutter. 
Join us for some hugely uplifting choral music 
composed by the man who is the ‘creator of 
wonderfully great things for the human voice.’
Bookings: www.lichfieldcathedralchorus.co.uk 
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&GIFTS souvenirs
Pop in to the Gift Shop for new items including:
• Cards
• Mindfulness colouring books
• Home-goods
• Candles
• Books
• & much more

Every purchase supports the work of Lichfield Cathedral.

Our brand-new 
guidebook is now 

available for just £5



&VISITING tours

HIGHLIGHTS TOURS
A 45-minute tour exploring the story of Lichfield 
Cathedral.

Enjoy a glimpse into the vast history of the 
Cathedral and experience just the beginning of 
Lichfield Cathedral’s story. Tours are led by our 
knowledgeable guides and are the perfect addition 
to your visit.

Monday-Saturday 11:00* & 14:00*

£5 per person, under 16s free

*subject to availability

We are committed to keeping 
Lichfield Cathedral free for 
everyone and we do not 
charge to enter the Cathedral. 
However, we would welcome 
any donations to help us keep 
the doors of the Cathedral 
open for generations to come.

LIBRARY TOURS
Approx. 90 minutes
Climb the spiral staircase to see one of the Cathedral’s 
best loved treasures, the Library, for yourself and explore 
some of our fascinating collection.
 
In 2023 we investigate ‘Journeys and Exploration’, a 
chance to discover how our understanding of the world 
and local area has changed through the centuries. Take 
a journey from Staffordshire around the globe, delve into 
beautifully illustrated map-books and charts, and uncover 
insights from James Cook’s voyages.

Tickets £18 per person
Booking is essential: www.lichfield-cathedral.org/tours

DISCOVER YOUR CATHEDRAL
Approx. 60-90 minutes
A more in-depth, private tour taking you on a journey through 
1300 years of history. Encounter stories of the Cathedral and 
learn more about the architectural features and monuments of this 
national treasure from one of our expert tour guides. 

£10 per person (minimum 6 people required)

Book in advance: events@lichfield-cathedral.org

With over 1300 years of history there is plenty to 
discover at Lichfield Cathedral.

Our usual opening hours are:

Monday-Saturday 10:00-17:00
Sunday 12:00-17:00

TAILOR-MADE TOURS

If your group has a particular interest, 
our specially trained guides can 
provide an in-depth insight into the 
topic of your choice.

Please contact us for prices and 
availability.

To find out more and book your tour,
please contact the box office team
on events@lichfield-cathedral.org
or call 01543 306148
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Daytime Tours 10:30
Saturday 11 March
Saturday 22 April
Saturday 27 May
Saturday 17 June 
Saturday 29 July
Saturday 12 August
Saturday 16 September
Saturday 21 October

Candlelit Tours 19:30
Friday 10 March
Friday 26 May 
Friday 16 June
Friday 28 July
Friday 11 August
Friday 15 September 
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coming soon...

GAIA by Luke Jerram
22 September - 5 November

Contemplate our fragile 
blue planet from a different 
perspective, usually reserved for 
astronauts.

The artwork provides the 
opportunity to see our planet 
floating and rotating in three-
dimensions.

team cathedralJOIN
Our volunteers are the
lifeblood of our cathedral

Take up one of the many opportunities to volunteer for Team 
Cathedral. You’ll be joining a friendly, diverse team, gaining 
valuable experience as you play your part in this community.

www.lichfield-cathedral.org/get-involved

Volunteer opportunities
in the following areas:
• Hospitality
• Creativity
• Caring for the Cathedral

Photo: Gaia at Liverpool Cathedral for Liverpool City Council’s River Festival, 2019. Photo by Gareth Jones

Photo: Gaia, 2019 © W5, Belfast



get involved

www.lichfield-cathedral.org

DONATE TO YOUR CATHEDRAL
Did you know the average donation at Lichfield 
Cathedral is less than a cup of coffee?
If you’d like to help us, here’s what you can do:
- Leave a donation at one of the donation points    
   in the Cathedral
- Text SPIRES to 70191 to give £10
- Donate on our website
   www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate

PARTNER WITH YOUR CATHEDRAL
Our Corporate Partners provide expertise and 
support to the Cathedral. If you’re a business and 
you’d like to talk to us about working together 
please contact:
development@lichfield-cathedral.org
or call 01543 622460

VOLUNTEER AT YOUR CATHEDRAL
Our volunteers help to keep the Cathedral 
running smoothly and bring a wide range of skills 
with them. If you would like to know more about 
volunteering for us, please contact:
volunteers@lichfield-cathedral.org

or call 01543 622497

DISCOVER MORE ABOUT YOUR CATHEDRAL
Keep in touch with the latest news and events at: 
www.lichfield-cathedral.org and social media 
channels.

01543 306100

get involved

HOPE HOSPITALITY HEALING HOLINESS


