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Lichfield Cathedral is called to live and proclaim the 
transforming love of God. Through the fullness of its life in 
the Spirit, it seeks to be a sign of the friendship and freedom 
that God in Jesus Christ has given the whole world to enjoy. 
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  WELCOME TO LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 
 
 

Welcome to this service as we gather to celebrate this Choral Eucharist on 
Christmas morning.  Whether you are in the Cathedral or watching via 
YouTube at home it is very good to have you worshipping with us and sharing 
in this service as we celebrate the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 

With joy we hear the message of the Angels ‘Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 

Safety 
Please always follow the directions given in how we need to move around the 
Cathedral and observe social-distancing rules.  In the unlikely event of an 
emergency, please remain quiet and respond calmly and promptly to the 
directions of the Vergers.   
 

Spiritual Communion 
Whilst services are being live-streamed and people cannot for a number of 
reasons come to Church to receive their communion in person we will 
continue to incorporate the Spiritual Communion within our worship at the 
point of the distribution of the Holy Communion. 
 

The reasoning behind this is found in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. The 
Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer ourselves in penitence 
and faith, giving thanks for the redemption won by Christ crucified, we may 
truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ’, although we 
cannot receive the sacrament physically in ourselves.  It is a way of taking our 
communion when, as at this time, we are prevented from doing so in person. 
 

Receiving Communion 
Communion will be offered only in bread at this time. Please follow the 
instructions given as to how to do this.  Gluten-free hosts will be available on 
request. 
 

Music & Speech 
There is no congregational singing allowed at this time and additionally we are 
also asked to speak softly. The organ will be played by the Cathedral organist 
and Assistant Director of Music, Martyn Rawles and the Cathedral Choir will 
be conducted by the Director of Music, Benjamin Lamb.  We thank our Choir 
and musicians for all their hard work and music-making during this past term, 
but particularly during the seasons of Advent and Christmas. 
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Offerings 
We have been immensely grateful to members of our worshipping community 
for their continued generosity throughout the pandemic. Your gifts are vital in 
sustaining our mission and worship. For your safety, no physical collection will 
be taken during the service. For those worshipping in the Cathedral, there are 
electronic giving points where you can tap a debit or credit card; if you are 
unfamiliar with these devices please do ask a volunteer or verger for 
assistance. For those worshipping at home, you can text SPIRES to 70191 to 
give £10, or visit www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate  
 
 
 

We do hope that you can feel as fully included in this celebration of the 
Eucharist as is possible, whether you are worshipping at home or in person. 

 
 
 

MUSIC 
Missa Sancti Nicolai 

Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) 
 
 
 
 

PREPARATION BEFORE THE SERVICE 
 

In the time leading up to the start of the service you are invited to keep a 
period of quiet reflection and preparation for worship.    
You might find the following prayer useful. 
 

Child of the manger, life shining light into the darkest places, 
Life for every one of us, empower us to become Children of Light, 
Children of Love, Children of God. 
Touch us now with your true light,  
enable us to open ourselves to you, 
As you give yourself completely, for us. Amen. 

  

 
 
Please join in with the words in bold type. 
 

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate
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THE GATHERING 
 

If you are able please Stand as the clergy gather in the Crossing  
 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you: and also with you. 

 

Please be seated 
 

The Bishop offers further words of welcome, and then says 
 

God calls, his call is to each one of us, it is personal and universal,  
an invitation to all humanity to meet him here.  
God calls us to meet him here in the feast prepared by his Son.  
God calls, his call is to each one of us.  
His call is both personal and universal. 

 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 

 The sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings.  
 Let us come to the light of Christ,  
 confessing our sins in penitence and faith.             cf Malachi 4.2 
 

A moment of silence is kept 
 

THE RITE OF PENITENCE 
 

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness 
to stand in your presence as your children. 
We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 
 

The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. 
We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 
 

Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger. 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 
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The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 
We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 
 

The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King. 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 
We have sinned: forgive and heal us. 
 

ABSOLUTION   
 

 May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself,  
 that you may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh,  
 and be cleansed from all your sin, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (CHOIR)  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 
 

 Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration  
 that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever.  
 

 Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son 
 to take our nature upon him  
 and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:  
 grant that we, who have been born again  
 and made your children by adoption and grace,  
 may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;  
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
 who is alive and reigns with you,  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.                                                                                                               
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Sit 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 9.2-7   
 

 A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the 
yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of 
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to 
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority 
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 
David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this.  
 

 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 

A short period of silence is kept, after which the choir sings 
 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

JOY TO THE WORLD, THE LORD IS COME! 
Music – Georg Fredrick Handel (1685-1759)  

arranged by Lowell Mason (1792-1872) 
Words - Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 
GOSPEL READING  Luke 2.1-14        
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
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In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

The choir sings the Gospel acclamation 
 

Sit 
 

SERMON  
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  



8 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Sit 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

 Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour: 
 

 Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who are homeless. 
 Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 
 

 Christ, for whom the angels sang,  
 give the song of the kingdom to all who weep. 
 Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 
 

 Christ, worshipped by the shepherds,  
 give peace on earth to all who are oppressed. 
 Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 
 

 Christ, before whom the wise men knelt,  
 give humility and wisdom to all who govern. 
 Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 
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Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger,  
 give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you. 
 Jesus, Saviour, hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, you know us and love us,  
 you share our lives and hear our prayer. Glory to you for ever. Amen.  
 

Stand 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
THE PEACE                                                         
 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.            Isaiah 9.6 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange a socially-distanced sign of peace with their neighbours 
 
TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

 Word made flesh,  
 life of the world,  
 in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:  
 by your Spirit may we share in your riches. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise.  
 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,  
mighty creator, ever-living God.  
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We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself,  
and was born of the Virgin Mary  
by the power of your Spirit, and lived as one of us.  
In this mystery of the Word made flesh  
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts,  
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  
In him we see our God made visible  
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.  
Therefore with all the angels of heaven  
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name  
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

SANCTUS (CHOIR)   
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
 and according to your holy will,  
 these gifts of bread and wine  
 may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 

 who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
 took bread and gave you thanks;  
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
 do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying:  

 Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,  
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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Christ is the bread of life: 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
We proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
Until you come in glory. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
 his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
 rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
 and looking for his coming in glory,  
 we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
 we bring before you this bread and this cup  
 and we thank you for counting us worthy  
 to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

 Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one  
 in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup,  
 so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary the Virgin, 
 Chad our Patron and all the saints,  
 may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 

 by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 
 
 

Sit 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break the bread of life,  
and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us,  
light in the midst of us,  
bring us to light and life.  

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  
 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 
Lord, give us this bread always. 

 

The President receives Holy Communion and then leads the Spiritual 
Communion for those who are prevented from receiving physically their 
communion.  The words for the distribution are used once at this point and not 
repeated to each communicant. 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

I invite you to open your hands as a sign of your openness  
to receiving God’s grace as we pray together: 

 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

Those of any Christian denomination who are accustomed to receiving Holy 
Communion in their own churches are invited to do so here.  The sacrament 
will be brought to you in your place by one of the priests.   Please feel free, as 
you feel most comfortable, to sit or stand to receive your communion. Gluten 
free hosts are available for those who require them, please let the priest know 
if you need one.  
 

Those who do not normally take communion will be offered a blessing.   
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AGNUS DEI (CHOIR)  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us; grant us peace. 
 

MOTET 
TOMORROW SHALL BE MY DANCING DAY 

Eilidh Owen   
(Winner of U18 category 2020 National Centre  

for Early Music Young Composer Award.) 
 

Organ music may be played until the ministers have returned to their places. 
 

Remain seated 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
 

 Let us pray:   
 

God our Father, whose Word has come among us  
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:  
may the light of faith illumine our hearts  
and shine in our words and deeds;  
through him who is Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

NOTICES  
 

Stand 

THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

 

 Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one  
 things earthly and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill 
 and make you partakers of the divine nature; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen.  

 

The Precentor and the choir sing the dismissal   
 

 Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
 Glory, thanks and praise to God. 
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The Choir sing, 
 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 
 

Remain standing as the clergy depart. Please then sit and follow the 
instructions of the stewards and vergers as they will direct you safely from the 
Cathedral.   You are very welcome to remain for the whole of the organ 
voluntary.   Please always maintain social distancing and do not gather in 
groups beyond your household bubbles.  Hand-sanitizer stations will be found 
near to the exit doors.   
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
 

DIX PIÈCES POUR ORGUE: NO.6:  RHAPSODIE SUR DES NOËLS 
Eugène Gigout (1844-1925) 

 

Have a blessed and peaceful Christmas. 
 
 

Please do come and visit the Cathedral to see the  
Crib Scene in the Lady Chapel over the Christmas period.    

You are always welcome here. 
 
 

WORSHIP LATER TODAY  
 

12:30 Said Eucharist - in person. 
16:00 Said Evening Prayer - Live-Streamed and in person 

 
If you would like to be kept informed of services and events 

at Lichfield Cathedral please do get in touch with us.  
Our general ’phone number is 01543 306100 

 

You’ll find us on Facebook  
 

Twitter @LichfieldCath 
  

www.lichfield-cathedral.org  

 
Texts reproduced from Common Worship are copyright 

 © The Archbishops’ Council 2006 
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