
 

 

1 

 
 
  



 

 

2 

 

Introduction to Christingle and The Children’s Society 

Christingle is a candle-lit, festive celebration that’s perfect for bringing families 
and communities together. It was first invented by the Moravian church in the 
1700s, but the celebration as we know it was brought to the Church of 
England by The Children’s Society in the 1960s.  
 
The celebration is named after the Christingles that are lit during it. Christingles 
are made from an orange decorated with red tape, sweets and a candle. They 
have been part of our history for over 50 years and have helped raise millions of 
pounds to help this country’s most vulnerable children. Each year we ask those 
who celebrate Christingle to hold a collection to support children and young 
people in some of the darkest situations imaginable. 
 

The Children’s Society 

Founded in 1881 by Sunday School teacher Edward Rudolf, for the last 139 
years The Children’s Society has supported millions of this country’s children 
and restored hope to their lives. We believe in building a society that works 
for every child, so that they are safe, happy and free to fulfil their incredible 
potential. 
 
We run vital local services that provide vulnerable children across the country 
with the support, advice and guidance that they need, and we also campaign to 
make children’s lives better and change the systems that are placing them in 
danger. 
 
Together with this country’s young people and our amazing supporters, we’re 
improving life for children today and working to create a society where every 
child has hope for their future.  
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From Lichfield Cathedral 
 

We had hoped as a Cathedral to be able to welcome you in person to a 
Christingle service this January. Of course, this is not possible in this very 
different year. But we are delighted to be able to offer a digital service which, 
together with this order of service, can be used in classrooms, churches, or at 
home. 
 
The service contains carols, a reading, and a brief reflection, together with some 
videos outlining the extraordinary and life-changing work of the Childrens’ 
Society. We hope that you will continue to support their vital work through your 
Christingle and in other ways. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to the Cathedral for a Christingle as soon as 
we can. 
 
The Revd Canon Gregory Platten 
Canon Chancellor 

 

 
 
Order of Service 

 
Gathering 

 
Leader:  +In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
All:   Amen 
 
Leader:  Christ has brought us out of darkness 
All:   To live in his wonderful light.  
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Informal welcome 
 

The Revd Canon Gregory Platten 
Canon Chancellor, Lichfield Cathedral 

 
Lighting of the Paschal Candle 
 

Lord Jesus, Light of light, 
you have come among us. 
Help us who live by your light 
to shine as lights in your world. 
Glory to God in the highest. 
Amen. 

 

Saying sorry 

 
Leader In a dark and disfigured world 

we have not held out the light of life: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy 
Leader:  In a hungry and despairing world 

we have failed to share our bread: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
Leader: In a cold and loveless world 

we have kept the love of God to ourselves: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
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Absolution 

 

May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive us our sins 
and make us holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 
Carol  - Away in a manger 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my bedside till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me for ever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 
Bible Reading – St Matthew 5.14-16 

Read by children 
 

“You are like light for the whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid. No one lights a lamp and puts it under a bowl; instead it is put on 
the lampstand, where it gives light for everyone in the house.  
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In the same way your light must shine before people, so that they 
will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 

All:   Thanks be to God 

 

Carol – Silent Night 

 

Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright. 
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
Christ the Saviour is born 
 
Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God love’s pure light. 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth 

 

Reflection 

 
Reflection by Canon Gregory 

 

The work of the Childrens’ Society 
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Responding in prayer  

 
Lord Jesus, 
bringer of light to this world, 
we pray that your light would shine in us and  
that as a community we may reflect your light.  
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus,  
bringer of light to the vulnerable, 
we pray for those in need of your care and compassion. 
Shine your light on those who feel they are living in darkness. 
May we bring strength to the weary, joy to the downhearted 
and peace to those who are restless. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Lord Jesus,  
bringer of light to children and young people, 
we pray for young people who are in dark situations. 
Shine your light on those who feel hopeless, afraid 
and without hope, that they may have a brighter future. 
May we look to your example, not excluding anyone  
because of age, but accepting all those we meet. 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Jesus,  
bringer of light to the helpers, 
we pray that you would be with those who support young people. 
Shine your light on teachers and carers in our community: 
may they know your blessing upon them.  
We pray for the work of The Children’s Society,  
and all those who support their work with vulnerable young people. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
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Hear our prayer.  
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Being sent & the Lighting the Christingles 

 
Leader: Lord Jesus,  

Light of the world, 
I hold this Christingle as a sign of your love. 

All:  May we share your light in the darkness. 
 
Leader: The candle, planted deep within the world, 

as a sign that you made your home among us, 
and lived with the poor and neglected. 

All:  May we share your light in the darkness. 
 
Leader: The ribbon, wrapped around the earth,  

a sign of your love shown on the cross, 
enfolding the whole world with your saving love.  
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All:  May we share your light in the darkness. 
 
Leader: The fruits and sweets, signs of all the good things you have made, 

given to us that we might share them fairly 
so everyone can have enough. 

All:  May we share your light in the darkness. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus,  

Light of the World, 
as I hold this Christingle 
and think about your great love for me, 
help me to take this light out into the world 
and to share your love with others, 
especially those who need it most. Amen. 

 

Carol – the Holy and the Ivy 
 

The holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown 
Of all the trees that are in the wood 
The holly bears the crown 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
 
The holly bears a blossom 
As white as lily flower 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To be our sweet Saviour 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
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The holly bears a berry 
As red as any blood 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To do poor sinners good 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
 
The holly bears a prickle 
As sharp as any thorn; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
On Christmas Day in the morn. 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
 
The holly bears a bark 
As bitter as any gall; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
For to redeem us all. 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
 
The holly and the ivy 
Now both are full well grown, 
Of all the trees that are in the wood, 
The holly bears the crown. 
O the rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 
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The Sending Out 

 
Leader: Let us go in Peace 
All:  We go into the world 

to walk in God’s Light, 
to rejoice in God’s love, 
and to reflect God’s glory. Amen 

 

The Blessing 

 
Go forth into the world in peace. 
Be of good courage. 
Hold fast that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. 
Support the weak. 
Help the afflicted. 
Show love to everyone. 
Love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 
the + Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Thank you from the Childrens’ Society 
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Copyright note 

Prayers from Common Worship: Times and Seasons and New Patterns for Worship are copyright 
© The Archbishops’ Council 2006 and 2002. copyright@churchofengland.org 
The Archbishops’ Council of the Church of England have given permission for use of this material 
in local reproductions on a non-commercial basis. The following copyright acknowledgments must 
be included in your service sheet if you use any material from these two sources: 

For New Patterns For Worship:  

New Patterns for Worship, material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The 
Archbishops’ Council 2002. All rights reserved. copyright@churchofengland.org 

For Common Worship: Times and Seasons: 

Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service, is copyright 

© The Archbishops’ Council 2006. All rights reserved. copyright@churchofengland.org 

Childrens’ Society  

Charity Registration No. 221124 © The Children’s Society 2020. 

If you would like to be kept informed of services and events at Lichfield 
Cathedral please do get 

in touch with us.  
Our general ’phone number is 01543 306100 

You’ll find us on Facebook and Twitter @LichfieldCath  
www.lichfield-cathedral.org 

Texts reproduced from Common Worship are copyright 
 © The Archbishops’ Council 2000   

mailto:copyright@churchofengland.org
http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/

