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Lichfield Cathedral is called to live and proclaim the 
transforming love of God. Through the fullness of its life in 
the Spirit, it seeks to be a sign of the friendship and freedom 
that God in Jesus Christ has given the whole world to enjoy. 
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  WELCOME TO LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 
 
 

Welcome to this service as we gather to celebrate this First Eucharist of 
Christmas (often referred to as ‘Midnight Mass’.) whether you are worshipping 
in the Cathedral or via YouTube at home.   It is good that we can come 
together both virtually and physically to offer our Eucharist, our offering of 
praise and thanksgiving to almighty God.   
 

We begin at this late hour the keeping of the season of Christmas and we 
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  We give thanks to 
God for the glorious gift of Himself to us.   As the poet Ursula Fanthorpe said in 
her poem called: BC:AD,  

 

‘This was the moment when Before 
Turned into After,…’ 

 

With joy we hear the message of the Angels and pray that, ‘Christ be born in 
us today’.   
 
Safety 
Please always follow the directions given in how we need to move around the 
Cathedral and observe social distancing rules.  In the unlikely event of an 
emergency, please remain quiet and respond calmly and promptly to the 
directions of the Vergers.   
 

Spiritual Communion 
Whilst services are being live-streamed and people cannot for a number of 
reasons come to Church to receive their communion in person we will 
continue to incorporate the Spiritual Communion within our worship at the 
point of the distribution of the Holy Communion. 
 

The reasoning behind this is found in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. The 
Book of Common Prayer instructs us that if we offer ourselves in penitence 
and faith, giving thanks for the redemption won by Christ crucified, we may 
truly ‘eat and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ’, although we 
cannot receive the sacrament physically in ourselves.  It is a way of taking our 
communion when, as at this time, we are prevented from doing so. 
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Receiving Communion 
Communion will be offered only in bread at this time. Please follow the 
instructions given as to how to do this.  Gluten free host will be available on 
request. 
 

Music & Speech 
There is no congregational singing allowed at this time and additionally we are 
also asked to speak softly. The organ will be played by our Organ Scholar, Liam 
Condon, during the worship.  The members of the Chamber Choir are 
conducted by the Assistant Director of Music, Martyn Rawles. 
 

Offerings 
We have been immensely grateful to members of our worshipping community 
for their continued generosity throughout the pandemic. Your gifts are vital in 
sustaining our mission and worship. For your safety, no physical collection will 
be taken during the service. For those worshipping in the Cathedral, there are 
electronic giving points where you can tap a debit or credit card; if you are 
unfamiliar with these devices please do ask a volunteer or verger for 
assistance. For those worshipping at home, you can text SPIRES to 70191 to 
give £10, or visit www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate  
 

We do hope that you can feel as fully included in this celebration of the 
Eucharist as is possible, whether you are worshipping at home or in person. 

 

MUSIC 
Mass of the Nativity - Richard Shepherd ( b.1949) 

 

PREPARATION BEFORE THE SERVICE 
 

In the time leading up to the start of the service you are invited to keep a 
period of quiet reflection and preparation for worship.   You might find the 
following prayer useful. 
 

Child of the manger, life shining light into the darkest places, 
Life for every one of us, empower us to become Children of Light, 
Children of Love, Children of God. 
Touch us now with your true light,  
enable us to open ourselves to you, 
As you give yourself completely, for us. Amen. 
 

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate
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Please join in with the words in bold type. 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

If you are able please Stand as the clergy gather in the Crossing  
 

THE GREETING 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

  And also with you. 
 

Please be seated 
 

The Dean offers further words of welcome, and then says 
 

God calls, his call is to each one of us, it is personal and universal,  
an invitation to all humanity to meet him here.  
God calls us to meet him here in the feast prepared by his Son.  
God calls, his call is to each one of us.  
His call is both personal and universal. 

 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
 

Christ the Light of the world has come  
to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 
In his light let us examine our consciences and confess our sins.  

 
A moment of silence is kept.  
 
The Revd Canon Andrew Stead, the Canon Precentor, and the Chamber Choir 
chant the following penitential prayers, 

 

God our Father, you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him.  
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
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Jesus our Saviour, you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 

 

Spirit of Love, your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts.  
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 

 

ABSOLUTION  
  

 May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself,  
 that you may behold the glory of his Son,  
 the Word made flesh, and be cleansed from all your sins,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (CHOIR)    
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
 

 Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration 
 that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever:  
 

 Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine  
with the brightness of your one true light:  
bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth,  
to see the radiance of your heavenly glory;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Sit 
  

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 52.7-10  
 

 A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  Listen! Your sentinels lift up 
their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the 
return of the LORD to Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of 
Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed 
Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.  

  

 This is the Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 

A short period of silence is kept. 
 

Stand  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (CHOIR) 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  
and we have seen his glory.  Alleluia.      cf John 1.14 

 

GOSPEL READING  John 1.1-14     
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  
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What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

A fanfare is sounded to honour and herald  
the presence of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
 

Sit 
 

SERMON  
 

Stand 
 

NICENE CREED   
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Sit 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
 

 Father, in this holy night 
 your Son our Saviour was born in human flesh.  
 Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. 
 Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

 In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn.  
 Protect with your love those who have no home  
 and all who live in poverty or who seek refuge and safety.  
 Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labour, brought your Son to birth. 
Hold in your hand all who are in pain or distress. 
Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

In this holy night the angels sang ‘Peace to God’s people on earth’. 
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in all the world. 
Holy God, hear our prayer. 
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In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. 
Give us grace to preach the gospel of Christ’s redemption. 
Holy God, hear our prayer. 

 

In this holy night heaven is come down to earth,  
and earth is raised to heaven.  
Keep in safety all those who have  
passed through death in the hope of heaven. 
Holy God, hear our prayer. 

 

In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate Christ's birth. 
Open our hearts that he may be born in us today. 
Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

 Father, in this holy night  
angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. 
Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary,  

 Joseph and the saints through him who is your Word made flesh,  
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

THE PEACE 
 

This holy night the angels sang, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’ 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

All may exchange a socially distanced sign of peace with their neighbours 
 

Please sit as the Chamber Choir sings and the Altar is made ready. 
 

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
Words – Bishop Philips Brookes (1835-1893) 

Music – Sir Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941) 
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As the Choir finishes singing please Stand if you are able. 

 

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 
 

 Word made flesh,  
 life of the world,  
 in your incarnation you embraced our poverty:  
 by your Spirit may we share in your riches. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER    
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give thanks and praise.  
  

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,  
mighty creator, ever-living God.  
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself,  
and was born of the Virgin Mary  
by the power of your Spirit, and lived as one of us.  
In this mystery of the Word made flesh  
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts,  
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  
In him we see our God made visible  
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.  
Therefore with all the angels of heaven  
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name  
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS (CHOIR)   
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
 and according to your holy will,  
 these gifts of bread and wine  
 may be to us the body  
 and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 

 who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
 took bread and gave you thanks;  
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
 do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying:  

 Drink this, all of you;  this is my blood of the new covenant,  
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 Jesus Christ is Lord: 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.   
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  
all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Blessed Mary the Virgin, 
Chad our Patron and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
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by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break the bread of life,  
and that life is the light of the world. 
God here among us,  
light in the midst of us,  
bring us to light and life.  

 

GIVING OF COMMUNION  
 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 
Lord, give us this bread always. 

 
The President receives Holy Communion and then leads the Spiritual 
Communion for those who are prevented from receiving physically their 
communion.  The words for the distribution are used once at this point and not 
repeated to each communicant. 
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SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

I invite you to open your hands as a sign of your openness  
to receiving God’s grace as we pray together: 

 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,  
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly, love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

Those of any Christian denomination who are accustomed to receiving Holy 
Communion in their own churches are invited to do so here.  The sacrament 
will be brought to you in your place by one of the priests.   Please feel free, as 
you feel most comfortable, to sit or stand to receive your communion. Gluten 
free hosts are available for those who require them, please let the priest know 
if you need one.  
 
Those who do not normally take communion will be offered a blessing.   
 

AGNUS DEI (CHOIR)  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us; grant us peace. 
 

MOTET 
SUSSEX CAROL 

English Traditional Carol. 
arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 

Organ music may be played until the ministers have returned to their places. 
 

Remain seated. 
 



14 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
 

 Let us pray:  
 

God our Father, in this night you have made known to us again  
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:  
confirm our faith and fix our eyes on him until the day dawns  
and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.  
To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.  

 

Stand 

THE BLESSING 
The Bishop says  
 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

 

May the Father, who has loved the eternal Son  
from before the foundation of the world, 
shed that love upon you his children.  Amen. 

 

May Christ, who by his incarnation  
gathered into one things earthly and heavenly,  
fill you with joy and peace.  Amen. 

 

May the Holy Spirit, by whose overshadowing  
Mary became the God-bearer,  
give you grace to carry the good news of Christ. Amen.  

 

And the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 

The Canon Precentor and Chamber Choir sing, 
 

Let us go in peace to proclaim the Word made flesh. 
Glory, thanks and praise to God. 

 

Remain Standing as the Chamber Choir sings the carol, Hark the Herald Angels 
Sing, during which the Bambino (the crib figure representing the infant Lord) is 
taken in procession to the Nativity Scene in the Lady Chapel.  
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Remain Standing in silence  
 

THE BLESSING OF THE CHRISTMAS CRIB 
 

At the Crib, the Dean says 
 

 A hallowed day has dawned upon us.  
Come and worship the Lord: for a great light has shone on the earth. 

 

Hear the words of the Book of Wisdom: 
‘When peaceful silence lay over all  
and night was in the midst of her swift course, 
from your royal throne, O God, down from the heavens,  

 leapt your almighty Word.’  
 

Hear the words of Saint John: 
‘God’s love for us was revealed  

 when God sent his only Son into the world  
so that we could have life through him.’ 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Let us pray that God our Father will bless this crib,  
and that all who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary,  
may come to share his life in glory. 
 

God our Father, on this night your Son Jesus Christ  
was born of the Virgin Mary for us and for our salvation: 
bless this crib, which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; 
may all who see it be strengthened in faith 
and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, 
who is alive and reigns for ever. Amen.  
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Finale from Symphonie No.1  

Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
 

May you have a blessed and peaceful Christmas. 
 

Please do come and visit the Cathedral to see the Nativity scene in the Crib  
over the Christmas period.   You are always welcome here. 
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WORSHIP IN THE MORNING  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

08:00 Eucharist (Traditional Language) Live-Stream and in person 
 

10:30 Choral Eucharist - Live-Stream and in person  
(Ticketed – check the Website for availability) 

 
12:30 Said Eucharist in person. 

16:00 Said Evening Prayer - Live-Stream and in person 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to be kept informed of services and events 
at Lichfield Cathedral please do get in touch with us.  

Our general ’phone number is 01543 306100 
 

You’ll find us on Facebook  
 

Twitter @LichfieldCath 
  

www.lichfield-cathedral.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texts reproduced from Common Worship are copyright 
 © The Archbishops’ Council 2006 
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