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Festival of  
Lessons and Carols 

Christmas 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 24 December  
18:45 for 19:00 

 

 
 
Lichfield Cathedral is called to live and proclaim the 
transforming love of God. Through the fullness of its life in the 
Spirit, it seeks to be a sign of the friendship and freedom that 
God in Jesus Christ has given the whole world to enjoy. 
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WELCOME TO THIS FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

The opening verses of John’s Gospel, known as the prologue, provide the inspiration for 
our music and readings this evening.  In these verses, Christ is proclaimed as the eternal 
Word of God, in whom is light and life, and through whom all things were made. Verses 
from the prologue introduce each of the scriptural readings as the service moves forward. 
 

This is a time to reflect on and prepare for the coming of the Christ Child, the word made 
flesh, which we celebrate at Christmas.  
 

We hope that this service will help you to hear again the good news announced to 
humankind and to join with the angels in praising God for the gift of his Son.  
 

You may wish to use the following prayer of preparation before the service begins:  
 

Lord Jesus Christ,  
your birth at Bethlehem  
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:  
accept our praise as we worship you,  
our Saviour and our God. Amen. 

 

Offerings 
We have been immensely grateful to members of our worshipping community for their 
continued generosity throughout the pandemic. Your gifts are vital in sustaining our 
mission and worship. For your safety, no physical collection will be taken during the 
service. For those worshipping in the Cathedral, there are electronic giving points where 
you can tap a debit or credit card; if you are unfamiliar with these devices please do ask a 
volunteer or verger for assistance. For those worshipping at home, you can text SPIRES to 
70191 to give £10, or visit www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate  
 

Music  
The organ this evening will be played by our Cathedral Organist and Assistant Director of 
Music, Martyn Rawles.  The Cathedral Choir is conducted by the Director of Music, 
Benjamin Lamb. 

 

ORGAN MUSIC BEFORE THE SERVICE 

Tocata, Adagio and Fugue BWV 564 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 

At 18:50, there will be a welcome from the Dean of Lichfield,  
the Very Revd Adrian Dorber 

 

Christmas Oratorio, BWV 248: No. 10, Sinfonia "Hirtenmusik" 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

(Arr. S. Karg-Elert for Organ) 

http://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/donate
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
 

Solo Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed; 
Mary was that Mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

Choir only He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor and mean and lowly, 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

All And our eyes at last shall see him 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle, 
is our Lord in heaven above: 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
set at God’s right hand on high; 
where like stars his children crowned, 
all in white shall wait around. 
 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-1895 
Tune: ‘Irby’ by H.J. Gauntlett  Descant:  Ben Lamb 

 
 

ON THE MORNING OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY 
by John Milton 

 

This is the month, and this the happy morn,  
      Wherein the Son of Heav’n’s eternal King,  
Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother born,  
      Our great redemption from above did bring;  
      For so the holy sages once did sing,  
            That he our deadly forfeit should release,  
            And with his Father work us a perpetual peace.  
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That glorious Form, that Light unsufferable,  
      And that far-beaming blaze of Majesty,  
Wherewith he wont at Heav’n’s high council-table,  
      To sit the midst of Trinal Unity,  
      He laid aside, and here with us to be,  
            Forsook the courts of everlasting day,  
            And chose with us a darksome house of mortal clay.  

 

THE BIDDING 
 

The Dean bids us pray  
 

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear again the 
message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see 
this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 

Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of 
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought 
us by this Holy Child. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace, justice and goodwill 
among all his people; for unity and courtesy within the Church he came to build, and 
especially in this city and Diocese of Lichfield. 
 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, 
the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, the refugee and the oppressed; the sick 
and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little children; 
all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have 
grieved his heart of love. 
 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore, and in a greater light; that multitude which no one can number, whose hope 
was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are for ever one. 
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of Heaven, in the 
words which Christ himself has taught us: 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The choir sings 
DING DONG! MERRILY ON HIGH   

Words – G R Woodward (1848-1934) 
Music  —  16th Century French Melody  

arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 
 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,  

and without him not one thing came into being.  

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

 
FIRST LESSON 

Genesis 1.1-5, 26-27; 2. 1-2 
read by a Cathedral Volunteer 

 
IN THE STILLNESS 

Words – Katrina Shepherd 
Music – Sally Beamish (b. 1956) 

 
UNTO US IS BORN A SON 

 
1. Unto us is born a Son, 
King of quires supernal: 
See on earth his life begun, 
Of lords the Lord eternal, 
Of lords the Lord eternal. 
 
2. Christ, from heav’n descending low, 
Comes on earth a stranger; 
Ox and ass their owner know, 
Becradled in the manger, 
Becradled in the manger. 

3. This did Herod sore affray, 
And grievously bewilder, 
So he gave the word to slay, 
And slew the little childer, 
And slew the little childer. 
 
4. Of his love and mercy mild 
This the Christmas story; 
O that Mary’s gentle Child 
Might lead us up to glory, 
Might lead us up to glory. 

 
5. O and A and A and O,  
Cum cantibus in choro, 
Let our merry organ go,  
Benedicamus Domino, 
Benedicamus Domino. 

Latin, 15th century 
tr. G.R. Woodward 1848-1934 
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The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;  

yet the world did not know him. 

 
 

SECOND LESSON 
Isaiah 53.1-3 

read by a member of the Choral Foundation 
 

The choir sings 
ANGELUS AD VIRGINEM 

(Gabriel to Mary came) 
Music — 14th Century Irish carol  
arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.  
 

 
THIRD LESSON 
John 1.29-34 

read by a Member of the Cathedral School 
 

 
IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER  

Words – Christina Rossetti (1830-1834) 
Music – Harold Darke (1888-1976) 

 

 
And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

 
 

FOURTH LESSON 
Luke 2. 1, 4-16 

read by a member of the Cathedral Worshipping Community 
 

 
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare Him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven  
and nature sing. 
 

2. Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns! 
let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods,  
rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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3. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of His love, 
and wonders of His love, 
and wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

Isaac Watts 1674-1748 

 
The choir sings 

AWAY IN A MANGER  
Words – Anon (19th Century American) 

Music – William Kirkpatrick (1838-1921) arranged by Benjamin Lamb 
 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 

 
FIFTH LESSON 

Matthew 2.1-12 
read by a member of the Cathedral Council 

 

The choir sings 
SANS DAY CAROL 

Music – Cornish traditional carol  
Arranged by John Rutter (b.1945) 

 
OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN 

1. Of the Father’s love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 
 

2. O that birth for ever blessèd! 
when the Virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
bare the Saviour of our race, 
and the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 

 

3. O ye heights of heaven, adore him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing; 
powers, dominions, bow before him, 
and extol our God and King: 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
every voice in concert ring, 
evermore and evermore. 

 

Prudentius 348-c. 413  
tr. J M Neale 1818-1866 
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But to all who received him, who believed in his name,  

he gave power to become children of God. 

 
 

SIXTH LESSON 
1 John 2.7-17 

read by a member of the Cathedral Chapter 
 

The choir sings 
 

JESUS CHRIST THE APPLE TREE 
Words – from Divine Hymns or Spiritual Songs, compiled by Joshua Smith, 1784 

Music – Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987) 

 
And we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son. 

 
 

SEVENTH LESSON 
Colossians 1.15-20 
read by the Dean 

 

HODIE CHRISTUS NATUS EST 
Quatre Motets pour le Temps de Noël, No.4 

Words – Christmas Antiphon 
Music – Francis Poulenc (1899-1963) 

 

O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 

1. O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him,  
born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 

 

2. God of God,  
Light of Light, 
lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
very God,  
begotten, not created:  

O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 

  
3. Sing, choirs of angels,  
sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
glory to God  
in the highest:    

O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 

 

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  
born that happy morning; 
Jesu, to thee be glory given: 
Word of the Father,  
now in flesh appearing:   

O come, let us adore him,  
Christ the Lord! 

 

Words: Latin, 18th century, tr Frederick Oakeley 1802-1880, et al  
Tune: ‘Adeste Fideles’ by J.F. Wade 

Descant: David Willcocks 
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It is traditional to stand, if you are able, for the final lesson at this service 

FINAL LESSON 
John 1. 1-14 

read by the Bishop of Lichfield 
 

BC : AD 
By Ursula A Fanthorpe 

 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING  
 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing  
glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

Hark the herald angels sing  
glory to the new-born King. 

 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come,  
offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:  
Hail, the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with man to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel.     

Hark the herald angels sing  
glory to the new-born King. 

 
3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings,  
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by,  
born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth,  
born to give them second birth.  

Hark the herald angels sing  
glory to the new-born King. 

 

Words: Charles Wesley 1707-1788 and others 
Tune: ‘Mendelssohn’ by Felix Mendelssohn 

Descant: Benjamin Lamb 

 
The Canon Precentor prays 

 

THE COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance 
of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: 
grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, 
so we may with sure confidence behold him 
when he shall come to be our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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THE BLESSING 

The Bishop of Lichfield  
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

 May the Father, who has loved the eternal Son  
 from before the foundation of the world,  
 shed that love upon you his children. Amen. 
 

 May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one  
 things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace. Amen. 
  

 May the Holy Spirit, by whose working Mary became the Godbearer,  
 give you grace to carry the good news of Christ. Amen. 
 

 And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
 be among you and remain with you, this Christmastide and always. Amen. 

 
 
 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 
Final (Symphonie No 6)  

Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
 
 

The Bishop, the Dean and the Cathedral Chapter wish you happiness 
and peace in this holy season of Christmas and assure you of their 

prayers for every blessing in the coming year. 
 

Do join us for worship later, on this Christmas Eve:  
22:00 for the First Eucharist of Christmas (Midnight Mass)  

(Tickets available via the website) 
 

and tomorrow on Christmas Day  
when our services take place at the following times: 

08:00 Said Eucharist (Trad. Lang.) -   In person and live-streamed 
10:30 Choral Eucharist. -  In person and live-streamed 

(Tickets available via the website) 
12:30 Said Eucharist - In person 
16:00 Evening Prayer - In person and live-streamed 

 

You can find links to our live streamed worship on our Cathedral Website or on 
our Facebook pages: 

 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2020 - Lichfield Cathedral (lichfield-cathedral.org) 

https://www.lichfield-cathedral.org/advent-christmas/advent-christmas-2020
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